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On behalf of CCTA I want to start off by thanking all the attendees 
of the 2021 High Plains No-Till Conference for taking the time to 
travel and spend a couple days with us. We also want to express 
our appreciation for our trade show vendors and all our sponsors 
that dedicate time and resources to support this event. We could 
not continue to bring in the quality speakers we strive for without 
the support they provide. Finally, I want to thank our speakers and 
presenters who took time out of their schedules and traveled here to 
share their knowledge. They set a very high bar for future years with 
the excellent content they provided. No doubt 2021 was a different 
year with the conference being in August, but overall it was a great 
event. 

With fall harvest well under way, and maybe closing in on being 
complete for some, it is time to start planning for next year, and 
it looks as though the challenges in the ag industry are not going 
anywhere in the short term, only evolving. We are also currently 
busy planning for next year’s 2022 Conference and already have some 
great speakers lined up. We hope to be able to continue to bring 
you quality information and ideas to take back to your operation 
and make new connections in the industry in both the content 
our speakers provide as well as what our sponsors and trade show 
vendors provide with their innovative products and services. We 
look forward to seeing you all again in February! 

Cory Gilbert
CCTA President
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Cole James- Karval, Colorado
cj0378@hotmail.com
719-892-0378

Jacob Miller - Culbertson, Nebraska
lazyjmranch@gmail.com
308-350-0034

Jay Young - Tribune, Kansas
youngredangus@gmail.com
620-376-8593

Roy Pfaltzgraff III - Haxtun, CO
roy@pfzfarms.com
970-466-1887

Joni Mitchek, Coordinator
coordinator@highplainsnotill.com
1-833-4No-Till

John Niswonger- Leoti, KS
jniswonger68@gmail.com
620-376-8916

Bob Stahly - Stratton, NE
agoodplacetogrow@hotmail.com
308-340-9857

Patrick Hume - Springfield, Colorado
phume81@gmail.com
970-219-0606

AJ Worden - Burlington, CO
wordenfarms85@gmail.com
719-342-5325

Jeff Hurlburt - Idalia, CO
j.hurlburt68@gmail.com
970-630-0156

CCTA Board Members

Cory Gilbert, President - Burlington, Colorado
cory@ontargetag.tech
719-342-0047 

Storm Casper, Vice President - Springfield, Colorado
cattle123@live.com
719-529-4575

Justin King, Treasurer- Burlington, Colorado, 
jmking0711@gmail.com
404-949-9218

Patrick Einspahr, Secretary - Seibert, Colorado
einspahrcattle@plainstel.com
719-349-0560

CCTA Officers

Corporate Sponsors
HPC National Sunflower Association

Red River Commodities

Gold Sponsors
21st Century Bean Processing

Central Plains Equipment
Green Cover

GTS
Hilltop Planting Solutions

Silver Sponsors
Ag Risk Advisors
Arrow Seed Co. 

Channel
Colorado Department of Agriculture

Eastern Colorado Seeds
EGE Products

Farm Credit of Southern Colorado
Front Range Kubota

Gordon Insurance Agency, Inc.
High Plains Bank

Miller Chemical and Fertilizer
Pioneer Hi-Bred International

Soil Pro Seeds
Stratton Equity Cooperative

Bronze Sponsors
21st Century Equipment

Able Ag Solutions
American Ag Lab

Bourgault Industries
Brothers Equipment

Colorado Farm Bureau
Elevate Ag

Farm & Ranch Realty, Inc.
High Plains Journal

Indigo
Ledall Seed Co/Buffalo Brand Seed

MEBE Enterprises
Ozark Hills Insurance

Pawnee Buttes Seed, Inc.
PGS Hybrids
PlainsGold

Rocky Mountain Farmers Union
Shelbourne Reynolds

Simple Farms
TriCal Superior Forage

Wagner Equipment
Ward Laboratories

Woofter Construction & Irrigation

Conference Sponsors
Cheyenne County Conservation District

E2 - Environmental Entrepreneurs
West Greeley Conservation District

Thank you to our 2021 Sponsors!!!
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John Niswonger, owner of Niswonger 
and Son, Inc., lives with his wife 
Leslie and son Dylon on the family 
farm. The third generation operation 

resides on the western edge of Kansas about 20 miles 
north of Leoti in Logan County and receives an average 
rainfall of 16 to 18 inches. The operation is a dry land 
farm and ranch that operates 3,800 acres of cropland 
and 1,200 acres of grass. John has grown wheat, corn, 
milo, sunflowers, safflower, peas, oats, rye, flax, mixed 
crop of oats and peas, and many different mixes of 
cover crops for various reasons. He’s transitioning from 
primarily commercial crops into a regenerative system 
and has added cattle as a higher percentage of income. 
John is also going to a rotation that will include covers 
every other or third year, with the rest in grain. 

He’s currently experimenting with bioamendments 
(Johnson Su and Indigo inoculants), rotational grazing, 
and getting cattle grazing on live crops (not just 
residue).

New members elected to CCTA Board of Directors

Bob grew up farming and ranching 
in SW Nebraska.  He currently raises 
cover crops, milo, corn, wheat, peas, 
sorghum-sedan, sunflowers, and is 

considering other crops that can be beneficial to soil 
health.  Bob’s dad was one of the first in the area to 
use conservation tillage by planting corn into wheat 
stubble back in the late 1970s.  Bob is learning that 
cover crops have an important role to play in no-till 
and has recently converted his farm ground to no-till 
and cover crops.  He also raises cattle and is working 
on expanding water sources in pastures and fields to 
increase grazing capacity with rotational grazing.  Bob 
farms and ranches on 5000 acres near Stratton, NE with 
his wife, Julie, and their daughter, Grace.  Bob wanted 
to be on the CCTA board in order to be around more 
producers who are on the same soil health path he is on.  
He feels this is a good way to learn what practices others 
are using to improve soil and production.  Helping 
with the conferences and events that CCTA offers are 
important to Bob as well.

John Niswonger Bob Stahly
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CCTA adds new team member for 2022 conference

Angie Stone from Flagler, Colorado will be joining CCTA as a 
conference coordinator for the 2022 High Plains No-Till Conference.

Angie grew up on a dryland wheat farm north of Kit Carson, 
Colorado, where her family also had a cow/calf operation.

Today, Angie and her husband Randy own and operate a small farm 
and ranch outside of Flagler, Colorado.  They have found that proso 
millet is the best crop to raise on their farm, and they also have a 
cow/calf operation and sheep flock, which they use to raise club 
lambs as well. 

Their main passion, however, is their three daughters. Angie and 
Randy very much enjoy raising them in an agricultural environment. 

Angie looks forward to working with CCTA on the upcoming 
conference and will help to coordinate the trade show and 
sponsorships for the event.
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The Flexer line of draper 
headers is synonymous with 

productivity. Consistency 
and easier adjustments allow 
compatibility with most North 

American combines.

X10 Corn Headers are built on 
lightweight aluminum alloy 

chassis and are versatile and 
simple to install. With more 
than 15 years of production 

behind them, GTS guarantees 
their headers are the toughest 

and lightest frames on the 
market.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL GTS DEALER:
Nathaniel McConnell 970-768-0954

NETWRAP
MANY SIZES

64x7000 
64x8000 
64x9000 
67x7000
67x8000
67x9000

And more!

MANY COLORS
GREEN

RED 
BLUE

FREEDOM

NEVIN MCCONNELL - FORT MORGAN, CO
970-768-5663

Angie Stone
719-740-0182

amitchek.as@gmail.com
PO Box 165

Flagler, CO 80815
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Soil Health Demo Update

$315,087.26
Funds provided to producers 

through FARMS.

CCTA’s Soil Health Demo project is well into Year 2, and the program continues to offer financial, 
technical, and social support to participating producers who are implementing a systems 
approach to soil health management on their farming operations.

Each year, participants create Comprehensive Soil Health 
Management Plans that depict how they  are addressing 
the five soil health principles. New practices being 
implemented in Year 2 include interseeding, cover crops, 
integrating livestock, bale grazing, pasture cropping, 
companion cropping, living mulch, increasing crop 
rotation diversity, roller crimping, and reducing chemicals. 
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Think of a ag business you know of, that is no 
longer in business. Now I want you to think of the 
underlying cause for that business no longer being 
around. Was it related to production? Did the cows 
not breed, the calves weren’t big enough to bring 
in decent money or was the death loss too great? 
Was it grazing related? Did weeds take over, all the 
grass left and the soil blew away? Was it related 
to economics? Was there no way to structure the 
business so that it made an economic profit or at 
least met the cash flow requirements of ownership? 
Or, was it related to people issues? Did distrust 
or resentment develop among the key people, 
was there a lack of direction, an unwillingness to 
relinquish control, did the business tear itself apart 
from the inside out?

I often ask this question when I have the opportunity 
to speak with larger groups and ask for a show of 
hands when I hit on the key problem. A few hands 
usually come up during grazing and economics but 
an overwhelming number of hands come up when 
we get to people. Unfortunately, this is the reason 
why many family businesses don’t continue past 2 
or 3 generations.

This is the tragedy of American agriculture. It 
isn’t that we aren’t hard working or smart. We are 
very hard working and there are plenty of smart, 
innovative and motivated people ready to lead 
the business. The tragedy is we aren’t comfortable 
having the important conversations that establish 

a shared vision, build trust, and find ways to pass 
on or step into significant roles. If we captured this 
in one word that word would be succession. I’m 
not talking about who gets what when someone 
dies. I’m talking about management succession or 
succession of the business leadership.

Thoughts and stress around succession too often 
dominate our creative headspace. The current 
generation is worried about how they are going 
to meet all the current demands of the business 
and create opportunities for the next generation 
with some level of fairness between the kids. The 
incoming generation is thinking about long term 
security. If they choose this career path, what is the 
future for their family? If they come home to work 
for a meager wage, will they have to buy out cousins 
and siblings at tomorrow’s land prices? What kind 
of opportunities will they have, to grow a part of the 
business that they can own?

Creating clarity around these questions is an 
absolute must for all family businesses. Finding 
the courage and skill to have these conversations in 
productive ways is difficult but achievable. At the 
Ranching for Profit School we dive in deep on these 
topics and give participants useful tools to make 
progress on these critical issues. During my session 
in Burlington, I’ll be touching on best practices 
to avoid the common pitfalls of succession on the 
family farm. I hope to see you there.

The Ag Business Time Bomb
By Dallas Mount - Owner, Ranch Management Consultants
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2022 High Plains No-Till Conference Preview

Keynote Speakers

 As a long time Conservationist growing up in the Dakota’s on a small grain 
and livestock farm, Jay Fuhrer built a career taking care of the soil. Working at the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service/USDA from 1980 – 2020 out of Bismarck, North Dakota, 
Jay particularly enjoyed working from the pickup end gate on the field edge, with a spade 
and the client. Conservation planning one field at a time.
 Building on his experience, Jay had the opportunity to share his knowledge and 
passion for the resource by holding and participating in countless Soil Health based farm 
visits, tours, and workshops. While many workshops were held in the United States, Jay’s 
enthusiasm for the opportunity to connect with farmers and ranchers took him across 
the globe to places including: Denmark, Sweden, France, Germany, United Kingdom, 
Australia, Russia, Argentina, South Africa, and Canada. Building relationships through 
soil health education and conservation created many career highlights and friendships.
 Currently, Jay spends his time supporting soil health efforts through the Menoken 
Farm. The Menoken Farm is a conservation demonstration farm and is Jay’s favorite 
place to work. Here, the 5 Soil Health Principles can be applied while monitoring plants, 
animals, and soils. Jay continues to share the soil health principles and how healthy 
soil serves as a foundation for cropping systems, grazing systems, cover crops, wildlife, 
gardening, pollinators, insects, soil food web, and quality of life. His work in this field 
allows him - and others - to farm forever.

Dallas Mount is the Owner of Ranch Management Consultants (RMC), home 
of the Ranching for Profit School and the Executive Link program.  Dallas 

has led RMC since 2019 and worked with hundreds of ranchers across the US, Canada 
and Australia to position their business for economic profit and ecologic health.  After 
working with University of Wyoming Extension for 18 years, Dallas started teaching the 
Ranching For Profit School in 2012 and quickly established himself as an elite instructor. 
Dallas, his wife Dixie, and their two teenage kids own and manage a grazing operation 
near Wheatland, WY. RMC is focused on creating profitable businesses, with healthy 
land and happy families.

Dallas Mount

Jay Fuhrer

Feb. 1-2, 2022 - Burlington, CO
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Stacey Masters
General Manager

Sharon Springs, Kansas Ruleton, Kansas

785-852-4203

Originator, Processor and Custom Packaging - all sizes

Office: 785-743-2003
Cell: 785-639-1202 
Email: soilproseeds@gmail.com
Web: soilproseeds.com

Limon Office
168 E Avenue
PO Box 460
Limon, CO 80825
719.775.2816

Calhan Office
506 Golden Street, Ste. 140
PO Box 150
Calhan, CO 80808
719.347.2801

The Flexer line of draper 
headers is synonymous with 

productivity. Consistency 
and easier adjustments allow 
compatibility with most North 

American combines.

X10 Corn Headers are built on 
lightweight aluminum alloy 

chassis and are versatile and 
simple to install. With more 
than 15 years of production 

behind them, GTS guarantees 
their headers are the toughest 

and lightest frames on the 
market.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL GTS DEALER:
Nathaniel McConnell 970-768-0954

NETWRAP
MANY SIZES

64x7000 
64x8000 
64x9000 
67x7000
67x8000
67x9000

And more!

MANY COLORS
GREEN

RED 
BLUE

FREEDOM

NEVIN MCCONNELL - FORT MORGAN, CO
970-768-5663
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2021 Conference Review
Aug. 24-25, 2021 - Burlington, CO

Thank you to all our speakers, sponsors, and attendees who participated in the 2021 
High Plains No-Till Conference!



10

Conference
$300

Bronze
$550

Silver
$1,000

Gold
$2,000

Platinum**
$4,000

Listed on Website

Complimentary Registrations 1 2 2 3 4

Booth Space 8' x 8' 8' x 8' 8' x 16' 8' x 16'

Program Ad 1/8 page (color) 1/4 page (color) 1/2 page (color) Full page (color)

Journal Ad 1/8 pg. x 1 issue 1/8 pg. x 3 issues 1/4 pg. x 3 issues

Attendee Packet Insert*

Conduct a Breakout Session*

Outdoor Equipment Space*

High Plains No‐Till Conference Sponsorship Opportunities

2022 High Plains No-Till Conference
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Community & Education Center - Burlington, CO
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Company:_________________________________________________________________________________

Registering Person Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Company Mailing Address: ______________________City  ________________ State ___  Zip _______

Phone   ___________________   Fax (______) _______________________

Local Contact Person (if different from above): ___________________________________________________  

Local Contact Person Phone: _________________________________________________________________

Local Contact Person Email: __________________________________________________________________

Local Contact Person Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________
Company Website:_______________________________________________________

Please check one:
____ Sponsor - $300 (no booth)
____ Bronze Booth Sponsor - $550 
____ Silver Booth Sponsor - $1000
____ Gold Booth Sponsor - $2000
____ Platinum Booth Sponsor - $4000
____ Corporate Platinum Sponsor* 

          Total: 

Please submit BOTH the ad for conference program and ad for CCTA Journal to Joni Mitchek at  
coordinator@highplainsnotill.com for inclusion in conference program and Journal. 

Mail completed form and payment to:  
CCTA 

c/o Joni Mitchek 
23929 County Road 16  
Kit Carson, CO 80825.

*Please contact CCTA for details.

2022 High Plains No-Till Conference Sponsor Registration 
Conference sponsors enable CCTA to provide outstanding speakers at the conference.  

Thank you for making this event possible!

Additional Opportunities:
____ Outdoor Equipment Display - $250
____ Sponsored Breakout Session - $500    
____ Conference Attendee Packet Insert - $80  
(Must fit in attendee bags and be supplied by Jan. 1st)
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2021 Fall Issue

The Journal is published by the Colorado 
Conservation Tillage Association three times 

per year.
 

Issue # 2021.2

23929 County Road 16, Kit Carson, CO 80825

Includes trade show, outdoor equipment display, 
lunch, networking, CEUs, and more than 40 

breakout sessions dedicated to:

No-Till
Soil Health

Regenerative Grazing
Ag Technology

Business Management
And More! 

34th Annual
High Plains No-Till Conference

February 1-2, 2022
Burlington, CO

Save $50 when 

you register 

before Jan. 15th!

Jay Fuhrer Dallas Mount

Featuring Keynote Speakers

Emphasis on application of topics in the High Plains region. 
For more information visit www.HighPlainsNoTill.com

CCTA is a non-profit organization serving all the states in the High Plains Region. It is a resource of experienced farmers working with industry, 
University, and agricultural agency personnel whose goal is to spread research and on-farm gained information about conservation farming 

practices.

Contact Us:
1-833-4No-Till
highplainsnotill.com


