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 As we bring 2022 to a close, we can begin to take stock on 
what we have learned and what we would like to forget, what is truly 
important in the long run and what just might have seemed important 
at the time.  Several years ago, I was complaining to a neighbor about 
the lack of rain, and he just laughed and said that was one thing that 
he never worried about because he didn’t have any control over it.  
He went on to enumerate all of the things that he did have control of 
on his farm, and when he finished it made worrying about rain and 
other things out of your control somewhat trivial upon reflection.  
 Fortunately for many of us in the CCTA family, it is not so much 
what happens to you but what your response is to a situation that 
makes all the difference.  Whether it is just keeping your emotional 
batteries charged with good company, conversation, and fellowship 
with like-minded folks with a shared passion for growing crops and 
livestock or interacting with the person that is looking for a better 
way to make smart food choices for their families, it is clear that we 
are all in this together.  Let’s all spend some time in the coming weeks 
just working on the things that will make our lives better and those 
around us and let go of those things that are just distractions from 
living a full and productive life.  Looking forward to seeing each of 
you at the 2023 CCTA Annual Meeting and Conference. 

Storm Casper
CCTA Vice President
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CCTA Board Members

CCTA Annual Meeting Scheduled for Feb. 8, 2023

The Annual Meeting for the Colorado 
Conservation Tillage Association will take 
place at the 35th Annual High Plains No-
Till Conference in Burlington, Colorado on 
February 8, 2023. 

Membership dues are included in this year’s 
conference registration, and all attendees are 
encouraged to take part and eligible to vote. 
The primary order of business for the meeting 
will include electing new members to the 
organization’s board of directors. 

The CCTA board consists of 13 positions, 
eight of which are for producers and five for 
ag industry professionals. Elected directors 
are responsible for fiscal management of the 
association and the planning/content for 
educational events. Three consecutive two-
year terms may be served, after which time the 
director must retire for a minimum of one year. 
This is a great opportunity to expand your no-
till network and has led to many opportunities 
for past board members. 

If you are interested in learning more about 

becoming a CCTA board member, please 
contact CCTA President, Cory Gilbert, 
or one of the current board members for 
more information. To nominate yourself or 
someone you think would be a great director, 
please submit  the  nomination form below to 
coordinator@highplainsnotill.com or mail to: 
23929 County Road 16, Kit Carson, CO 80825.

2023 Nomination Form 
CCTA Board of Directors

_______________________________________
Nominating Person Name (optional)

_______________________________________
Nominating Person Phone (optional)

_______________________________________
Person to be Nominated

_______________________________________
Nominee Address (if known)

_______________________________________
Nominee Phone Number

Cole Lohrding
Coldwater, KS

Jacob Miller 
Culbertson, NE

Jay Young 
Tribune, KS

Roy Pfaltzgraff III 
Haxtun, CO

John Niswonger 
Leoti, KS

Bob Stahly 
Stratton, NE

Patrick Hume 
Springfield, CO

AJ Worden 
Burlington, CO

Jeff Hurlburt 
Idalia, CO

CCTA Board Members

Cory Gilbert, President 
Burlington, Colorado

Storm Casper, Vice President 
Springfield, Colorado

Justin King, Treasurer
Burlington, Colorado, 

Patrick Einspahr, Secretary 
Seibert, Colorado

CCTA Officers

Joni Mitchek, CCTA Coordinator
coorindator@highplainsnotill.com



3

Limon Office
168 E Avenue
PO Box 460
Limon, CO 80825
719.775.2816

Calhan Office
506 Golden Street, Ste. 140
PO Box 150
Calhan, CO 80808
719.347.2801

Office: 785-743-2003
Cell: 785-639-1202 
Email: soilproseeds@gmail.com
Web: soilproseeds.com
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CCTA to host Ranching for Profit workshop

KIT CARSON, Colo. – Dec. 19, 2022. The Colorado 
Conservation Tillage Association has announced 
that it will host a Ranching for Profit workshop on 
Feb. 6 at the Burlington Community and Education 
Center in Burlington, Colorado. 

The workshop will feature content such as:

• Identifying if a farm is really a business or just a 
low-paying and physically demanding job

• Exploring economics versus finance
• Discovering three strategies for increasing profit
• Identifying farm weaknesses
• Building a plan to address issues.

Conducting the workshop will be Ranch 
Management Consultants’ Jordan Steele. Steele 
grew up on a cow-calf operation near Aladdin, 
WY before completing his master’s degree in 
agricultural economics at the University of 
Wyoming.  After college, he worked for the Kansas 
Farm Management Association through Kansas 
State University for seven years, specializing in 
agricultural business record keeping, financial 
analysis and interpretation, and income tax 
preparation for farmers and ranchers in 17 counties 
of northwest Kansas. Steele now teaches Ranching 
for Profit Schools and facilitates the Executive Link 
program.

“We are very excited to offer this pre-conference 

event,” said CCTA Coordinator Joni Mitchek. “The 
Ranching for Profit curriculum has benefited many 
CCTA members in the past, and we look forward 
to providing this opportunity for both farmers and 
ranchers in the High Plains region.”

The workshop will run from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. on Feb. 
6 and serve as a precursor to the High Plains No-Till 
Conference on Feb. 7-8. Lunch will be provided, and 
registration costs are $17 per person.

Additional details and registration for both the 
workshop and High Plains No-Till Conference are 
available at www.highplainsnotill.com.
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Sessions
Conference

Integrating Livestock into Farming 
Systems for Soil Health
Jim Gerrish
Incorporating livestock into a cropping system can 
benefit soil organic matter and fertility, diversify the 
product base, provide new sources of income and 
farm resilience, and help with weed and pest control. 
In this session, Jim Gerrish will discuss the role of 
crop rotations & livestock grazing for restoring soil 
health.

5 Years of Mistakes
Jason Mauck
The only way to grow and learn is to make small, 
calculated mistakes.  Mistakes are simply any action 
that wasn’t the optimum decision.  Sometimes that 
can’t be learned until you change the variables in 
place and really get to understand the weights of 
those variables.  In this session, Jason will talk about 
their beginning and journey to where they are today.

Main Climate Drivers and Expected 
Long-Range Trends for the High 
Plains
Don Day Jr.
President and Chief Meteorologist of DayWeather, 
Inc. in Cheyenne, Wyoming, Don Day Jr. has 
provided customized broadcast weather services to 
over 70 radio stations across Wyoming, Colorado, 
and Nebraska for over 25 years. He also provides 
long range and seasonal weather forecasts for 
agriculture and other private industries with an 
emphasis on long-term and known historic trends in 
ocean temperature and ocean circulation changes. 
In this session, he will discuss the primary climate 
drivers for the High Plains region and expected long-
range trends for 2023.

Design with 
the Intelligence 
of Life in Mind
Jason Mauck
Often, we think about genetic 
expression with multiple entities 
through the lens of the plant, animal, 
or soil. The same thought structure can 
be implemented with marketing of our 
products and how we empower people in our 
communities.

Capturing Added-Value through 
Direct Marketing 
Annette Thomas
On average, U.S. farmers and ranchers receive ~15 
cents of each dollar consumers spend on food. What 
would it mean for your farm business to capture 
more of the consumer dollar?

Annette Thomas, along with her husband Mark, 
are capturing value on their first-generation farm 
through direct-marketing their regeneratively-raised 
grassfed beef. Annette will share how they raise a 
differentiated product, communicate the value to 
consumers and have built a direct-to-consumer 
grassfed beef business from the ground up.

How Regenerative Ag Made 
Farming Profitable AND Fun for 
Me Again
Scott Heinemann
Scott will discuss why and how he and his wife 
changed the way they farm using cover crops, more 
diverse crop rotations and grazing while touching 

2023

- Continued on page 6 -
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on the improvements they’ve seen to the land and 
water. In spring of 2022 they began a working 
relationship with a young couple who have cattle, 
sheep and chickens. He will also talk about the 
challenges along the way and how he’s become 
excited about farming again. 

Farming with Compost, Ranching 
with Purpose
Corey Stephens
Corey will cover their field trial that they did with 
compost extract and various fertilizers from their 
2022 milo crop & the cost analysis of the trial. 
He will also discuss the transition to regenerative 
agriculture on the ranch, including where they are 
currently and where they are going, along with the 
results from their “Safe to Fail” trial that they did 
with Holistic Management International.

Jump Outside the Box
Mark Lohrding
This session will include thoughts from Mark on 
dealing with drought, marketing, cancer, grazing 
strategies, and raising grass finished beef in a low 
rainfall area without irrigation. 

Soil Testing in Nature’s Image
Liz Haney
In this breakout, Dr. Liz Haney will explore the 
components of the Haney Test and their value for 
producers today. She’ll also provide real-world 
examples on addressing fertility, soil health, and soil 
issues with the Haney.

No-Till Farming and What it Means 
to Your Operation
Nathan Northup
Join Nate Northup as he discusses crop and variety 
selection, rotations, and residue management from 
their High Plains no-till operation. He’ll also cover 
the impact of wheat stem sawfly and their mitigation 
efforts over the last few years.

Arid Farming in Colorado: It’s Time 
to Question Everything
Roy Pfaltzgraff
Whether it is experimenting with different crops 
in his rotation, unusual row spacing or eliminating 
standard seed treatments, Roy has learned that 
everything he has been taught about farming in 
Colorado is wrong. In addition we will talk about 

specialty crop marketing, reducing fertilizer and 
herbicide rates and other topics that challenges you 
to think outside the box and question everything you 
know about farming in the High Plains.

True Challenges and Opportunities 
with Polycropping
Jason Mauck
Join Jason Mauck as he discusses the physics, 
economics, and long-term components of poly-
cropping. He will also explore with participants 
how new arrangements could work in each growers’ 
specific circumstances.

Managing Your Margins
Scott Scheimer
Simple Farms is a tool for producers to use to figure 
out their break-even on their farm. The program 
provides farmers the ability to submit an operation 
from anywhere at any time and a Margin Analysis in 
real time showing net profit on fields based on input 
cost of production and a sales price.

Become Extremely Efficient and 
Successful as a Regenerative 
Farmer
Jay Young
In this session, Jay Young will discuss the basic 
principles that successful regenerative farmers use 
to propel their operations forward. Whether it’s 
taking the first step toward regenerating the soil, 
overcoming a fear of failure, or staying motivated 
to continue experimenting, he will share practical 
tips that can be employed on any operation to help 
improve soil health. 

Producer Panel: Interseeding 
Covers into Corn
Jay Young, Jeff Steffen, Derek Heckman
Join in on this panel as producers from Colorado, 
Kansas, and Nebraska share their first-hand 
experience interseeding cover crops into corn. 
Topics discussed will include adapting equipment, 
profitability, seed mixes, timing, and experiment 
results. 

Cover Crop Strategies
Shawn Freeland
In this session, Shawn will share  how the Dry Creek 
Farm & Ranch got started cover cropping and what 
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they’ve done to make it a successful element of their 
operation. He’ll also discuss utilizing covers as forage 
and touch on transitioning to perennial grasses and 
with ultra-high stock density grazing.

From Disease to Abundant Life
Roy Thompson
After receiving an unexpected diagnosis at age 20, 
Roy started down a path that eventually led to an 
interest and passion for soil health. In this breakout, 
Roy will share their journey toward regenerative 
agriculture, which has transformed their health, soil, 
farm, and his family’s future.

“There’s a Hole in the Bucket” 
- Shoe String Operating and Why I 
Won’t Go Back.
Roy Thompson
In a meeting with his banker after the second year 
of substantial financial loss, Roy was told there was 
a hole in the bucket and they needed to find it and 
plug it, then increase income. They were spread thin 
with work the way it was, so in this session Roy will 
explain how they paid back a $430,000 operating 
deficit, as well as what they do now to operate with 
low inputs and substantially increased profits. Each 
year inputs decrease and opportunity for added 
profit increases. 

Wind Erosion and Rainfall 
Simulators
Candy Thomas
Wind erosion is a serious problem on agricultural 
lands throughout the United States as well as the 
world. Soil erosion by wind is initiated when wind 
speed exceeds the saltation threshold velocity 
for a given field condition. After initiation, the 
duration and severity of an erosion event depends 
on the wind speed distribution and the evolution 
of the surface condition. In this demonstration 
we will compare two soils that are the same type 
but have had different management.  One is a 
continuous tilled soil the other has had soil health 
management systems (SHMS) applied over a series 
of years.  During this simulation we will discuss the 
contribution of wind to erosion, the processes, and 
how aggregate stability from using SHMS can limit 
erosion during high wind events.

Rainfall simulator demonstration is a device that 
compares how different types of management 
performs with simulated natural disturbance on the 

same basic soil.
The typical larger-scale rainfall simulator 
demonstration uses five two-inch deep perforated 
pans (roughly 12 x 18 inches) in which the soil surface 
from different management systems is placed, and a 
known quantity of water is sprayed onto the surface 
evenly across the pans to simulate a moderately 
heavy rainfall event.  Water that runs off the soil 
surface is directed through a funnel into a catchment 
jar on the front end of the pan, and water that 
infiltrates through the sample is directed into a jar 
underneath the pan.  The amount of runoff compared 
to the amount of infiltration will demonstrate the 
impact of management on the hydraulic conductivity 
of water through the upper portion of the soil profile.
 

Why Time Matters More than Space
Jim Gerrish
Time management has been the missing piece of 
grazing management over the last 100-150 years. The 
grazing cycle consists of two time periods, the grazing 
period and the recovery period. Mostly negative 
things happen to the plants and soil during the 
grazing period. Leaves are grazed and photosynthesis 
is reduced, resulting in reduced energy flow to roots 
and soil microbes. Root systems contract and mineral 
and water uptake is reduced. Hoof impact may result 
in pugging and soil compaction. The main positive 
during the grazing period is nutrient return through 
dung and urine. Mostly positive things happen 
during the recovery period. Leaves start regrowing 
so photosynthesis accelerates. Energy flow to the 
root system and rhizosphere is resumed. Logically, 
we should therefore make grazing periods as short as 
possible while optimizing length of recovery periods. 
In this session, Jim will discuss the how to maximize 
both the grazing and recovery period to get the most 
out of your pastures and prevent overgrazing from 
damaging soil health.

Federal Conservation Programming 
– Past, Present and Future
Daniel Waldvogle, Ashley House
There has been a lot of emphasis on conservation 
funding lately and, with the 2023 Farm Bill right 
around the corner, producers should expect this 
to only continue. This session will cover some of 
the big recent developments, current opportunities 
and political context impacting future agricultural 
conservation programs. 

- Continued on page 9 -
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Simple
Cover CropsCover Crops

We Make

Let us help you get Let us help you get 
more out of your planter.more out of your planter.

Justi n KingJusti n King
303-949-9218303-949-9218

Bruce UnruhBruce Unruh
719-943-7301719-943-7301

Full use of Precision Planti ng 
products, including vDrive and 
Delta Force.

Dealer for Yett er, Marti n, and 
Sunco Row Cleaners.

OUR READERS KNOW REAL

BLACK GOLDBLACK GOLD
WHEN THEY SEE IT

WWW.ACRESUSA.COM
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Introduction to Pivot Bio and In 
Field Results from 2022
Matt Murrow
In today’s presentation, Matt will share information 
about PivotBio, its products, results from 2022 and 
how Pivot Bio is driving one of the most significant 
turning points in the history of Agriculture and 
Nitrogen to date.

Compost Basics and Commitment 
for Success
Dan Rasure
The food chain for all living things starts in the soil. 
The science of that soil is essential to the strength 
and quality of every link in the food chain that 
follows. In this session, Dan Rasure will discuss the 
commitment to success of compost, options, and its 
financial impact on your operation.  

Sunflower Updates
Ron Meyer
This session by Ron Meyer will discuss new 
information regarding sunflower production 
strategies. Topics addressed will include seed bed 
preparation, new herbicide options, weed control 
strategies, stand establishment, insect control, bird 
control, harvest strategies, and marketing options.

How to Survive Extreme Weather 
Events with Cover Crops
Zach Louk
Extreme weather events are more and more common 
across the entire world.  From an extreme flood to D4 
drought, record heat to polar vortex, keeping your soil 
covered and protected is essential for the next crop’s 
success.  In this session, Zach will explain cover crops 
and mixes through the eyes of a producer and cover crop 
expert.  He will also discuss seeding rates, termination, 
management, and grazing.

Relay Cropping in Eastern Colorado
Brad Wingfield
In this breakout, Brad will be discussing his 
experience with relay intercropping in eastern 
Colorado.  He will highlight the process that their 
farm has traveled in a quest to add rotational value 
to irrigated ground and discuss the mechanism of 
relay cropping, their long term goals, and the benefits 
they’ve experienced with this practice. 

Producing 5000 Pounds of 
Sunflower per Acre
Ron Meyer
Can we get to 5,000 pounds per acre? This session 
will discuss advanced sunflower production 
strategies including fertilizer timing and types, 
getting the best plant stands, herbicides, and 
irrigation strategies.

That’s not all! Visit www.highplainsnotill.com to stay up-to-date as conference sessions are added.

The Nitrogen You Need.  

Now On-Seed! 
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2023 High Plains No-Till Conference Sponsor Registration 

Company:_________________________________________________________________________________

Registering Person Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Company Mailing Address: ______________________City  ________________ State ___  Zip _______

Phone   ___________________   Fax (______) _______________________

Local Contact Person (if different from above): ___________________________________________________  

Local Contact Person Phone: _________________________________________________________________

Local Contact Person Email: __________________________________________________________________

Local Contact Person Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________
Company Website:_______________________________________________________

Please check one:
____ Sponsor - $300 (no booth)
____ Bronze Booth Sponsor - $550 
____ Silver Booth Sponsor - $1000
____ Gold Booth Sponsor - $2000
____ Platinum Booth Sponsor - $4000
____ Corporate Platinum Sponsor (Contact for details)

Mail completed form and payment to: CCTA, 23929 County Road 16, Kit Carson, CO 80825.

Additional Opportunities:
____ Outdoor Equipment Display - $250
____ Sponsored Breakout Session - $500    
____ Conference Attendee Packet Insert - $80  

Conference
$300

Bronze
$550

lSilver
$1,000

Gold
$2,000

Platinum**
$4,000

Listed on Website

Complimentary Registrations 1 2 2 3 4

Booth Space 8' x 8' 8' x 8' 8' x 16' 8' x 16'

Program Ad 1/8 page (color) 1/4 page (color) 1/2 page (color) Full page (color)

Journal Ad 1/8 pg. x 1 issue 1/8 pg. x 3 issues 1/4 pg. x 3 issues

Attendee Packet Insert*

Conduct a Breakout Session*

Outdoor Equipment Space*

High Plains No‐Till Conference Sponsorship Opportunities

2022 High Plains No-Till Conference
Feb. 1-2, 2022

Community & Education Center - Burlington, CO

Sponsorship Levels

Additional Sponsorship Opportunities Include: Sponsoring lunches or the Beer & Bull Social.

*Also available as add‐on purchases.
** Special pricing available with multi‐year commitment.

Please contact the CCTA Coordinator at  coordinator@highplainsnotill.com  for more information.

Sponsor Registration available online at www.HighPlainsNoTill.com

X X X X X

X X X

X
X

Total: 

Are you interested in supporting CCTA or participating in the conference trade show? Sponsorship opportunities are still available!
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2023 Attendee Registration
February 7-8, 2023

Registration fee is the same for attending one or both days (except students).
Payment methods accepted at the door - cash, check, or credit cards.

Registrations are non-refundable and non-transferable.

Early Bird Registration.................. $130
Registration after 1/15................. $180
Students (per day)........................ $ 25

The following mailing address will be used to mail the CCTA Journal.

Business/Organization/Farm ____________________________________________
Mailing Address ______________________________________________________
City _____________________________________ State ________ Zip___________
Phone: (     ) _________- ____________ E-Mail: _____________________________
Please send CCTA Journal: ___ Electronic ___ Postal Hard Copy

Name: 1 _____________________________________________________________
 Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before
 Check one: __ Attendee -- $130 ($180 after Jan. 15)

__ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues ___ Wed

Name: 2 _____________________________________________________________
 Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before
 Check one: __ Attendee -- $130 ($180 after Jan. 15)
         __ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues ___ Wed

Name: 3 _____________________________________________________________
 Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before
 Check one: __ Attendee -- $130 ($180 after Jan. 15)
                     __ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues ___ Wed

Please make check out to CCTA and mail with registration to:
CCTA

23929 County Road 16
Kit Carson, CO 80825

Register online at: 
www.HighPlainsNoTill.com
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2023 Conference Issue

The Journal is published by the Colorado 
Conservation Tillage Association three times 

per year.
 

Issue # 2023.1

23929 County Road 16, Kit Carson, CO 80825

Emphasis on application of topics in the High Plains region. 
For more information visit www.HighPlainsNoTill.com

CCTA is a non-profit organization serving all the states in the High Plains Region. It is a resource of experienced farmers working with industry, 
University, and agricultural agency personnel whose goal is to spread research and on-farm gained information about conservation farming 

practices.

3 Secrets of 
Increasing Profit

Pre-Conference 
Workshop:

With Ranching for 
Profit’s Jordan Steele

Monday, Feb. 6, 2023
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Burlington, CO

Only $17!! 
Lunch included
Register early 

through conference 
registration

Space is limited!


