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Happy Fall & Harvest Greetings! 
We hope that everyone has enjoyed a safe and plentiful fall 
harvest season. I am anxiously looking forward to seeing 
everyone in a few months at the annual conference in Bur-
lington, CO. As a reminder this year’s Annual Conference 
dates are February 2nd & 3rd, 2016 ($130.00/attendee) 
where we are featuring Dwayne Beck and Joshua Dukart as 
our keynote speakers on each day. I also want to invite ev-
eryone to attend our prelude conference event, February 1, 
2016 ($75.00/attendee) featuring Josh Dukart. Josh will be 
hosting a workshop focused on Holistic Management, and 
ultimately helping us manage our resources in a more sus-
tainable method.  
The CCTA Board Members have been quite busy over the 
past year revising the programming for this year’s confer-
ence. We decided to create four themes of subject matter 
to help us better address the needs of our members. 
•	 Maximizing & Utilizing Data – This section of con-
tent will help us better understand the data that we have 
been collecting for years through yield monitors, EC Map-
ping, Drones, and alike forms of data. Hopefully by the end 
of these sessions everyone will have a few perspectives on 
ways to analyze the data to continue refining and enhancing 
our management decisions.
•	 Limited Irrigation No-til – After looking into mem-
ber comments on our annual reviews, we have arranged a 
few speakers to come help us learn more effective and effi-
cient ways to successfully integrate no-till practices into the 
irrigated and limited irrigated environments. 
•	 No-till & Soil Health – We have assembled a wide 
range of content this year for systematic no-till farming. The 
content that we have arranged in this area range from what 
to expect when converting to no-till farming, no-till equip-

ment education, swath grazing, companion cropping, man-
aging diverse crop rotations, and holistic farming.
•	  Farm Business – Another key area of for successful 
farming is knowing how to manage our businesses more ef-
ficiently. In this segment of content, we want to help grow-
ers survive low commodity prices, write better farm leases, 
and managing family dynamics in a farm based business.
We are very excited to host everyone this year and have 
found some of the industries best presenters to help de-
liver the content built within these three areas of focus. I 
am absolutely excited for everyone to attend, and I strongly 
encourage everyone to register early online at www.high-
plainsnotill.com to avoid lines at the registration desk.
As we continue to progress through the fall and into the 
winter months, I wanted to take a quick moment to remind 
everyone to keep focused on farm safety.  Throughout the 
winter and fall we ship lots of grain in and out of our farm lo-
cations and utilize grain elevators, augers, and trucks which 
all present many safety risks. Please take a moment each 
day/use of these pieces of equipment to make sure that 
they are in good operational condition, safety guards are in 
place, and everyone stays within safe operational, distanc-
es. Lastly, the movement of grain in bins and in trucks can 
create a suffocation hazard to adults and children, so please 
make sure to take the necessary precautions to avoid this 
fatal situation.
Lastly, I would like to say thank you in advance to everyone 
who has agreed to speak at this year’s annual conference, 
as well as a greater thank you to our wonderful members 
who have supported us. This year represents our 28th An-
nual Conference event, and look forward to seeing every-
one there!
John Fabian, CCTA President
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2016 High Plains No-Till Conference Speakers

Dwayne Beck
Research Manager

Dakota Lakes Research Farm
Pierre, South Dakota

www.DakotaLakes.com

Dwayne Beck has been working in no-till systems at 
the Dakota Lakes research farm for  over 25 years. 
His main emphasis has been in developing no-till 
systems for irrigated and dryland areas in Central 
South Dakota and helping producers profitably 
adopt those systems. 

Farming almost 900 acres with fields spread over 
substantial distances the research farm mimics the 
rural farms of America and challenges of both rain 
fall patterns and changes in soil types . As both a 
research and production enterprise, Dakota Lakes 
depends on the farm profits to fund most of the 
research. This model aligns Dakota Lakes’ research 
closely to real farms.

Taking into account all resource concerns and 
impacts of farm management techniques is a key 
operational component at Dakota Lakes. Water 
resources are always a consideration, but seeing 
how all farm management choices, including crop 
selection and rotation, interact can help overcome 
this concern. 

Dwayne Beck will explain the philosophy he uses in 
managing the farm and the principles you can use in 
developing a customized system on your farm.

Joshua Dukart
Holistic Educator

Bismark, North Dakota
www.ndglc.com/services

Joshua Dukart is a certified educator of holistic 
management who integrates these principles into 
cropping systems. He started as an agricultural and 
bio-systems engineer but has expanded to work-
ing with land managers, families and organizations 
through the Burleigh County Conservation District, 
the North Dakota Grazing Lands Coalition, and his 
own consultation and speaking business.
 
Owning and managing livestock of his own and 
providing grazing, cropping and financial planning 
for various ranches and farms keeps Joshua directly 
involved in production agriculture and allows him to  
share both the conceptual basis and applied tech-
niques of the regenerative agriculture he promotes.

Joshua understands family farms must balance 
many different aspects. His main goal is to help 
others achieve a sustainable balance of people, 
finances and resources. Addressing those aspects 
can be an overwhelming experience and is often left 
undone. By using the holistic management frame-
work every farm can identify and achieve their 
unique goals. At the 2016 High Plains No-Till Confer-
ence Joshua will introduce the holistic management 
framework and hold sessions that will help you ap-
ply the ideas when you return home. 

48 ft coulter with double shoot fertilizer Mid-row banders, new 
disks, 491 monitor 2 1/4 steel press with 350 bu tow behind cart - 3 

metering tanks

BRINGING THE BEST TECHNOLOGY TO 
YOUR FARM

	 	 970.466.0721	 970.744.1928
email: help@protill.com



2016 High Plains No-Till Conference Sponsors 
Conference sponsors and vendors enable CCTA to provide outstanding speakers at the 

conference. Please make sure you thank them for making the conference possible!

Corporate Sponsors
BASF

National Sunflower Association

Pro-Till

Red River Commodities

Gold Sponsors
21st Century Equipment 

Ag Power Equipment Co.

AgVenture

Channel

Colorado Corn

DuPont Pioneer

Frontier Ag

Green Cover Seeds

Lewton Ag

Morris Industries

Shelbourne Reynolds

Wagner Equipment

Silver Sponsors
Bayer Crop Science

Centennial Ag Supply Co.
Eastern Colorado Seeds

Exapta Solutions
Farm Credit of Southern Colorado

Gordon Insurance Agency
Global Sorghum Solutions
Hilltop Planting Solutions

Humalfa
JD Skiles

Rocky Mountain Farmers Union
Simplot

Simpson Farm Enterprises
Stratton Equity Coop

Syngenta
Vince’s GM Center

Woofter Consturction

Basic Sponsors
Cheyenne Conservation District

Farmer’s State Bank
Flagler Coop Assn.

Flagler Aerial Spraying, Inc.
Powell Seeds

Premier Farm Credit
Smelker Seeds

Wray State Bank



21st Century Equipment
Flagler, CO

ADM /Northern Sun
Goodland, KS

Ag Power Equipment Company
Burlington, CO

Ag Venture
Minden, NE

American Agriculture Lab
McCook, NE

Arrow Seed Company, Inc.
Broken Bow, NE

BASF
Burlington, CO

Bayer Crop Science
Ft. Collins, CO

BOSS of Colorado
Denver, CO

Centennial Ag Supply, CO
Greeley, CO

Central Life Sciences
Greeley, CO

Channel Seeds
Evens, CO

Colorado Corn
Greeley, CO

Colorado Wheat
Fort Collins, CO

Crop Quest, Inc.
Dodge City, KS

CSU Extension - Golden Plains
Burlington, CO

DeKalb / Asgrow
Joes, CO

DuPont Pioneer
Lincoln, NE

Eastern Colorado Seeds, LLC
Burlington, CO

EGE Products
Minneola, KS

Elk River Enterprises
Greeley, CO

Exapta Solutions
Salina, KS

Farm & Ranch Realty
Colby, KS

Farm Credit of Southern Colorado 
Limon, CO

Frontier Ag, Inc.
Goodland, KS

Fye Consulting,
Stratton, CO

Global Sorghum Solutions
Goodland, KS 

Gordon Insurance Agency
Limon, CO

Green Cover Seed
Bladen, NE

Heinrichs Harvesting Company
Davenport, NE

High Plains Journal
Dodge City, KS

Hilltop Planting Solutions
Burlington, CO

Humalfa
Iliff, CO

J.D. Heiskell
Windsor, CO

JD Skiles 
Atwood, KS

Kugler Company,
McCook, NE

Lewton Ag  Services
Otis, CO

Morris Industries Ltd
Saskatoon, SK

Mycogen Seeds
Aurora, CO

Nachurs Alpine Solutions
Marion, OH

National Sunflower Association
Goodland, KS 

Pro-Till
Otis, CO

Red River Commodities
Lubbock, TX

Rob-See-CO
Elkhorn, NE

Rocky Mountain Farmers Union
Denver, CO

Shelbourne Reynolds
Colby, KS

Simplot Grower Solutions
Burlington, CO

Simpson Farm Enterprises
Ransom, KS

Sims Fertilizer and Chemical Co.
Osborne, KS

Syngenta Crop Protection
St. Francis, KS

The Andersons PureGrade
North Sioux City, SD

Wagner Equipment
Burlington, CO

Woofter Construction & Irrigation
Colby, KS

2016 Conference Exhibitors
These exhibitors offer valuable products and services, please take time to thank these businesses for 

supporting the 2016 High Plains No-Till Conference.



HYBRID SORGHUM
PRODUCTS

 Becky Vandike
(785) 728 - 7310

bvandike@chromatininc.com

For a full product listing visit:
www.chromatininc.com/seed.html

CALL 1-855-SORGHUM

Replenishing soils today for generations tomorrow

A Division of T.J. Crowder and Sons, LLC

Essential ingredients are highly available to the soil in the first year and 
less prone to leaching
Pathogens and weed seeds in raw manure are eliminated by the thermal 
and bacterial action of composting
Moisture retention capacity in the soil is increased.
Friendly fungi are stimulated, which are natural enemies of undesirable 
fungi, nematodes, cut-worms, and aphids.
Concrete chunks and other undesired trash in the raw manure are removed.
The rank odor of manure is replaced with a pleasing humus smell indicat-
ing the presence of healthy, aerobic bacteria.
Organic fertilizer is easy to transport, handle, and apply which reduces soil 
compaction.

Benefits of Organic Fertilizer

26874 CR 65       Iliff,CO       80736    www.humalfa.com 970.522.0758

®“ Analysis You Can Grow With”

New CCTA Board Members Needed

2016 CCTA Board of Director Vacancy

Due to term limits, there will be a vacancy on the CCTA Board of Directors starting in 2016. Board members 
are responsible for fiscal management of the association, planning of events and content at those events. It 
is a great opportunity to expand your no-till network and has led to other opportunities for past members. 
If you are interested in learning more about becoming a CCTA board member please contact one of the 
current board members for more information. Elections will be held on Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2016 during the 
business meeting at the High Plains No-Till Conference. 

CCTA Officer Interest Submittal Form

If you are interested in serving on the Board of Directors please contact a BOD member or complete the 

following form and mail to 41376 CR 26, Hugo, CO 80821. Applicants from CO, KS, and NE welcome!

Name: ____________________________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________________________________

Location:____________________________________________________________________ 

Occupation: ________________________________________________________________

(720) 509-9011
info@leasegen.com

PO Box No. 200312
Denver, Colorado 80220

leasegen.com

Specializing in wind turbine lease revenue valuation

LeaseGenLLC



Cultivating opportunities

www.coloradocorn.com'

Flexible & Safe Broadleaf Weed Control In Corn

 

 

 

Diflexx provides corn growers an ideal combination: 
dicambia and CSI    Safener technologyTM

2016 Breakout Session Summaries

Randy Anderson - Managing Weeds with a Population Dynamics Approach
Randy Anderson is an agronomist with the USDA-ARS in South Dakota.  His research focuses on developing 
low-input cropping systems based on crop diversity and rotation design.  One benefit of this systems research 
is a population-based approach to weed management that reduces herbicide inputs 50% compared to con-
ventional practices.  A second benefit is crop synergism, where some crops improve resource-use-efficiency of 
following crops.  He is currently seeking to develop a continuous no-till system for organic farming.

Session Summary: A systems approach can reduce the cost of weed management by 50% in northeastern 
Colorado. This system involves various components such as diverse crop rotations, no-till, competitive crop 
canopies, and crop residue preservation on the soil surface.  Rotations are designed to disrupt weed popu-
lation dynamics.  With some rotations, producers have eliminated the use of herbicides in 3 crops out of a 
4-crop rotation.

Chris Barron - Networking to Leverage Farm Capital: A Multi-Generational Business Model/Understanding 
Opportunities to Maximize Profit Potential
Chris B. Barron is the Director of Operations and President of Carson and Barron Farms, Inc. which is located 
in Rowley, Iowa, “Northeast Iowa”. Chris graduated from the University of Dubuque in 1992 with a degree in 
Communications. In 1992, Chris, along with his brother-in-law took over their Pioneer Sales agency which had 
been run by his father for the past 22 years. Today the Pioneer agency is still an integral part of their opera-
tion. Chris has over 25 years of experience working with and understanding customer needs while at the same 
time steadily growing their own farming operations. 
Over the last 22 years, Chris has developed many decision tools to help producers improve the profitability of 



AIR DRILLS • DISC DRILLS
AIRCARTS • BALE CARRIERS

SINCE 1929
www.morris-industries.com

Delivering Quality Solutions!
www.fronteraginc.com        

Frontier Ag, Inc
415 W 2nd

Oakley, KS 67748
(785) 672-3300

Frontier Ag, Inc. is a full service member-owned agribusiness cooperative, o�ering grain, feed, 
agronomy, petroleum, shop, and transportation products and services to customers 

throughout Northwest Kansas.

DEKALB.com/drought

Farming is all about sweat. And in 2012, you sweltered through some of 
the most challenging growing conditions. But you have been here before. 
You sweat it out. You adapt. You innovate and prevail. It is what you do. 
DEKALB® innovates for you with advanced breeding delivering industry- 
leading genetics along with the latest Genuity® trait technologies 
including Genuity® DroughtGardTM Hybrids. So you can get more from 
your sweat…and your ears.  
Talk to your local DEKALB Dealer or visit DEKALB.com/droughtTalk to your local DEKALB Dealer or visit DEKALB.com/drought
The drought trait has been deregulated by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Import approvals in key corn export markets with functioning regulatory systems are in progress. In 2012, on-farm field trials,
under strict stewardship requirements, are being conducted. It is a violation of national and international law to move material containing biotech traits across boundaries into nations where import is not 
permitted. Commercialization is dependent on multiple factors including successful conclusion of the regulatory process.
Always read and follow IRM, where applicable, grain marketing and all other stewardship practices and pesticide label directions. Details of these practices can be found in the Trait StewardshipAlways read and follow IRM, where applicable, grain marketing and all other stewardship practices and pesticide label directions. Details of these practices can be found in the Trait Stewardship
Responsibilities Notice to Farmers printed in this publication. agSeedSelect™, DEKALB and Design® and DEKALB® are trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC. ©2012 Monsanto Company.

For more information, contact your Fontanelle Representative: 
Kurt Wilson, at 785.443.3040

For more than 75 years, Fontanelle has worked side-by-side with farmers in your area, delivering 
local products focused on the unique agronomic conditions their operations demand. The Fontanelle 
team focuses on providing the right regionalized genetics and traits, localized agronomic expertise 
and customized farming solutions to help maximize the performance of Fontanelle products.

Fontanelle.com | 1.800.CR.YIELD

People depend on you. You can depend on us.

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. Fontanelle and Design® and Fontanelle™ 
are trademarks of American Seeds, LLC. ©2014 Monsanto Company. 35842 ED 01/06/14

2016 Breakout Session Summaries

their operation. Most notably, he developed “Profit Manager” which is a tool used by hundreds of corn and 
soybean producers across the Corn Belt. 
Most recently, Chris has developed a new business model to assist producers with Multi-Generational Growth 
through the business “Ag View Solutions LLC.” Chris has implemented this plan into his own family’s farming 
operation with the mission of improving quality of life and maximizing profit opportunities.  Chris works as a 
consultant across the country helping Ag businesses and farmers with multiple business decisions including 
networking, merging, value assessment, and margin management.  

Session Summary: In this presentation I’ll discuss the opportunities of working together with other producers 
with an emphasis towards equipment utilization and efficiency.  There are huge economic and quality of life 
advantages in working together including but not limited to: Retirement transition, Younger producers trying 
to expand their operations, Time management and quality of life, Tax advantages, Equipment costs, utilization, 
and efficiency, Human resource management and efficiency, Economic befits in reaching a “critical mass”, and 
Process, do’s and don’ts.

Norman Dalsted - Farming is Big Business – What Does Your Business Look Like?
Norman Dalsted is currently a professor and Extension Farm/Ranch Management Economist in the Depart-
ment of Agricultural and Resource Economics at Colorado State University.  Prior to joining the department in 
1981, he worked as a research associate and instructor for six years, in the Department of Agricultural Econom-
ics at North Dakota State University.  Norm Served as a platoon leader in the 5th Mechanized Infantry Division 
in Vietnam from 1969 to 1970. In his 35 years of extension education he has worked with over 1,500 individual 
farmers and rancher and their families, and his major research and educational programs have included: agri-
cultural outlook, financial management, livestock and crop production economics, estate planning, alternative 



USDA - NRCS
United State Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service

www.co.nrcs.usda.gov

Registration fee is the same for attending one or both days (except students)
Registrations taken at the door – cash, check or credit cards 

Registrations are non-refundable and non-transferable

Producer/Attendee Pre-registration - $180.00 	            Early Registration before Jan. 15th - $130.00
Students - $25.00 per day                                

The following mailing address will be used to mail the CCTA Journal.

Business/Organization/Farm _____________________________________________________________

Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________________________________ State _______ Zip____________

Phone: (                 ) _________- ____________   E-Mail: ______________________________________

Please send CCTA Journal:   ___ Electronic   ___ Postal Hard Copy   

Name:  1 ______________________________________________________________
        Check one:	__ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before    			 
        Check one:	__ Attendee -- $130  ($180 after January 15)				  
		  __ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues  ___ Wed		
 	      	         	         
Name:  2 ______________________________________________________________	
        Check one:	__ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before    			 
        Check one:	__ Attendee -- $130  ($180 after January 15)				  
		  __ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues  ___ Wed	
 	      
Name:  3 ______________________________________________________________	
        Check one:	__ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before    			 
        Check one:	__ Attendee -- $130  ($180 after January 15)				  
		  __ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues  ___ Wed
Name:  4 ______________________________________________________________
        Check one:	__ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before    			 
        Check one:	__ Attendee -- $130  ($180 after January 15)				  
		  __ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues  ___ Wed		
 	      	         	         
Name:  5 ______________________________________________________________	
        Check one:	__ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before    		  	
        Check one:	__ Attendee -- $130  ($180 after January 15)			   	
		  __ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues  ___ Wed	 	
 	      

2016 High Plains No-Till Conference Registration 

Make check 
payable to: CCTA

Check # _________           

TOTAL: $ ________
 
Mail registration form 
and payment to: CCTA, 
41376 CR 26, Hugo CO 
80821

Online Registration at
www.HighPlainsNoTill.com



Holistic Management Workshop Registration 

Registration: $75 per attendee before Jan. 15th, 2016
$100 after Jan. 15th, 2016

Non-refundable, non-transferable
Includes: Materials, lunch and snack

                      

The following mailing address will be used to mail the CCTA Journal.

Business/Organization/Farm _____________________________________________________________

Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________________________________ State _______ Zip____________

Phone: (                 ) _________- ____________   E-Mail: ______________________________________

Please send CCTA Journal:   ___ Electronic   ___ Postal Hard Copy   

Name:  1 ______________________________________________________________
        Check one:	__ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before    			 
       		
 	      	         	         
Name:  2 ______________________________________________________________	
        Check one:	__ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before    			 
        		
 	      
Name:  3 ______________________________________________________________	
        Check one:	__ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before    			 
        
Name:  4 ______________________________________________________________
        Check one:	__ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before    					   
 	      	         	         
Name:  5 ______________________________________________________________	
        Check one:	__ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before    			 
     		
 	      
Total: $_____________ Check # _______________ or 

For Credit Card Payments please register online at www.HighPlainsNoTill.com



2016 Breakout Session Summaries
Continued from page 7

47500 US Hwy 24, Burlington, CO ●  866.655.7380

For all your seed needs - turn to the best in the west!
Turf Seed ● Forage Seed ● Mycogen ● Livestock Health

MSBiotec ● Trailers ● All your farm needs.

Going the extra mile.  
17 feet at a time.
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Expert advice, customized service and elite seed products. 
Find your Seedsman at channel.com.

That’s Seedsmanship At Work®.

High Plains Journal CHANE030126P117BVA Due: 1-10-14

No-Till Conference Book Today’s date: January 10, 2014 1:04 PM

7.5" x 4.5" Account Service:

Account Coordinator:

Art Director:

Production:

Proofing:

Concentrated Methylated Seed Oil

Killing WeedS better and 
Helping HerbiCide abSOrb

www.absorb100.com
888-679-5103 Minnelola, KS

Absorbency Improver • Drift Control Agent • Excellent Emulsifying Properties

cropping systems, crop insurance, bankruptcy, enterprise budgeting, and hole farm/ranch planning. In addition 
to working with farmer and ranchers directly he has also served as a mediation officer to resolve disagree-
ments between tenants and landlords, between lenders and borrowers, and between government agencies 
and farmers or ranchers.

Session Summary: With changing economic conditions evaluating your business structure is a good idea. Cur-
rent financial conditions in the United States and Colorado can impact your operation as well as commodity 
outlooks for the 2016 marketing year. Norm will address these conditions and advise on which financial state-
ments you need to be focusing on and how lower commodity prices impact your business. 

Dr. Robert “Bob” Fetsch - Farm Family Dynamics
Bio: Dr. Robert J. “Bob” Fetsch was raised on a dairy farm in North Texas.  He worked 32 years as an Extension 
Specialist in Family Life—most recently 26 years at Colorado State University and the first 6 years at the Univer-
sity of Kentucky.
Bob provides information people can trust.  He does this by writing articles for Extension fact sheets, for pro-
fessional journals, for newspaper and magazine stories, and by presenting workshops.

Session Summary: “Farm Family Dynamics” is a fun session with research-based information, group discussion, 
and brainstorming about do’s and don’ts for healthy farm family dynamics.  We’ll talk about major stressors 
that farm families identify.  We’ll also talk about resilient farm families and three things that they do differ-
ently.  We’ll think about unhealthy and healthy coping strategies that farm families might use.  Finally, together 



we’ll create lists of “Do’s and Don’ts for Healthy Farm Family Dynamics.”  Join us for a fun session with Dr. 
Bob Fetsch, Extension Specialist and Professor Emeritus from Colorado State University.

Rudy Garcia - Irrigation Challenges in Arid Climates
Rudy Garcia has worked for the USDA-NRCS for the past 25-years; he has been in the State Agronomist 
position for the last 10-years. In NM, the main agronomic issues that he has worked on are: irrigation water 
management, salinity mgt., nutrient mgt., cropping systems that build soil health (i.e., crop rotations, cover 
crops, high quality compost, hoop houses, subsurface drip irrigation, minimum-till, etc.). Rudy recently ac-
cepted the position as Regional Soil Health Specialist for the states of Utah, Arizona, NM and Colorado; in 
this new position, his major responsibilities are to facilitate the adoption of soil health management sys-
tems. This will require that he work with NRCS State Offices, conservation partners and others to identify 
training needs, keeping our staff updated on the latest soil health findings, tools, etc. The major emphasis 
will be to advance the art and science of building healthy soils through our NRCS conservation practices/
management, by understanding how the soil resource ecosystem functions.

Session Summary: Arid environments provide many challenges to managing water use. Rudy Garcia, NRCS 
Regional Soil Health Specialist, will address those challenges and present ideas on ways to overcome them. 
Ideas discussed will include ground cover, irrigation systems, economic impact of improved soil health, and 
irrigation water quality effects on soil and plants. 

Jenna Keller - Farm Leases for the Future
Keller Law, LLC represents farmers, ranchers, mineral and royalty owners, and rural landowners with an 
emphasis on farm and ranch estate, succession planning, and oil, gas, and wind issues.  Additionally, Keller 
Law, LLC focuses on wills, trusts, estates/probates, conservation easements, water rights, and real estate 
transactions. The firm is comprised of attorneys Jenna H. Keller, Tyler Renner, and Tom Thornberry. Keller 
Law’s practice reaches from northwest to eastern Colorado, western Nebraska, and southern Wyoming with 
offices in Craig, Sterling, and Steamboat Springs. The founder and manager of the firm, Jenna H. Keller, grew 
up on a wheat farm in northeastern Colorado and then received her law degree from University of Wyo-
ming’s College of Law graduating Order of the Coif. Outside of work, Jenna volunteers her time as a board 
member for the Community Agriculture Alliance, is a member of the Colorado FFA Foundation Board, and 
occasionally can be found assisting on her family’s farm operation in northeastern Colorado.  

2016 Breakout Session Summaries

Sales: (888) 599-1683
Service: (888) 721-0322
1847 Rose Ave, 
Burlington, CO 80807

Stratton Equity Coop
98 Colorado Ave. - P.O. Box 25
Stratton, CO  80836
Phone: 719.348.5326



After a few weeks, drought can soak up your investments. Fortunately with a DuPont brand herbicide, 
you’re automatically enrolled in the DuPont™ Crop Protection Plus® Program.* Our replacement  
credit gives growers the boost they need to bounce back next season. Talk to your retailer about it,  
and always know you can count on DuPont.

WHEN NATURE HOLDS OUT, WE STEP IN.

* Restrictions apply. See Terms and Conditions. 

Copyright © 2013 DuPont. All rights reserved. The DuPont Oval Logo, DuPont,™ The miracles of science™ and all products denoted 
with ® or ™ are trademarks or registered trademarks of E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company or its affiliates. DUPCGR12020VA
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Session Summary: This one-hour session will present several different farm lease ideas including benefits and 
drawbacks to each one with insight on governing Colorado laws. From current productive farm ground to expir-
ing CRP ground Jenna will discuss traditional and innovative lease options. There are also lease considerations 
for business, estate and succession planning that will be presented. As part of a USDA grant program this 
breakout session will be the first in several opportunities to learn about and create functional farm leases. 

JP Michaud - Wheat Stem Sawfly
J.P. Michaud is a tenured faculty member in the Department of Entomology, Kansas State University where he 
has studied crop protection entomology and insect ecology for the past 11 years. He oversees the entomology 
program at the Agricultural Research Station-‐Hays in Hays, KS and conducts research into the biology, behavior 
and  integrated management of field crop pests.  Management approaches of interest include host plant resis-
tance, cultural control, biological control, and biology and behavior of beneficial insects. With a 20% extension 
allocation, he also delivers insect management advice and information to regional farmers of wheat, sorghum, 
soybeans and sunflowers.

Session Summary: The wheat stem sawfly is an insect indigenous to the High Plains that has, over the past 100 
years, undergone various evolutionary transitions that have enabled to it expand its host range from spring 
wheat into winter wheat, and its geographic range from north to south. Because the wasp overwinters in 
wheat stubble, both continuous wheat cultivation and no-‐till practices favor the activity and multiplication of 
this pest. The sawfly continues to evolve and local populations are likely in the process of acquiring regional 
adaptations that will eventually amplify their impact on wheat production in newly colonized areas such as 
Colorado, Nebraska and (probably) Kansas. This presentation will discuss the history of sawfly problems in 
wheat, its biology, behavior and natural enemies, and the multiple tactics that must be integrated into an ef-
fective management strategy that does not rely on tillage.

Daran Rudnick - Deficit / Limited Irrigation Management
Dr. Daran Rudnick holds a B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. in Agricultural and Biological Systems Engineering from the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL). He is an assistant professor in Biological Systems Engineering at UNL, spe-
cializing in irrigation/water management and is located at the West Central Research and Extension Center in 
North Platte, Nebraska. His research interests are full and deficit irrigation management, soil moisture monitor-
ing technologies, and crop water uptake dynamics.

2016 Breakout Session Summaries
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Session Summary: Full irrigation management is not always an option due to the effects of drought, declin-
ing water table, reduced stream flow, water allocations, insufficient irrigation system capacity, etc. There-
fore, less irrigation than what is needed to meet crop water requirements is applied through deficit and 
limited irrigation management strategies. This presentation will discuss differences between full and deficit/
limited irrigation for various crops and locations, how to manage irrigation in water limiting areas, and po-
tential drawbacks associated with deficit/limited irrigation. In addition, past and on-going research results 
will be shared.

Craig Smith - Ag Technologies: Are they worth the cost?
Craig M. Smith grew up in a farming community in south-central Kansas. He holds a B.S. in Agricultural Tech-
nology Management (2003), an M.S. in Agricultural Economics (2004), and a Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics 
(2011) - all from Kansas State University. 

Craig joined the Department of Agriculture at Fort Hays State University in August 2011 as an Assistant 
Professor of Agricultural Business. He teaches a variety of Ag Business courses and continues researching in 
the areas of the economics of precision agricultural technologies, farm machinery economics, and analyzing 
water resource issues (both quality and quantity) from an economic perspective. 

Outside of work, Craig enjoys spending time with his wife (Cari) and four young children (Jett, Colt, Shaylen, 
and Remy), working on farm/construction projects, sports, and being involved in their church.

He has been featured in the John Deere Furrow, Precision Ag Dealer magazine, and various academic re-
search journals.

Session Summary: The capabilities of planter and sprayer technologies that link GPS navigation with applica-
tion control continue to expand. Current technology permits varying levels of control for sprayers and plant-
ers down to the individual nozzle and row. This research incorporates over 1,400 real-world cropland fields 
to examine the effects of region, crops grown, and acres covered on the returns to investment in these 
technologies. There were found to be stark differences in returns and payback for these technologies across 
these factors.

Mark Watson - Water Conservation
Mark Watson is a lifelong farmer from Alliance, Nebraska The farm was homesteaded by his great grand-
father in 1893.  Mark and his wife, Denise, have raised two children, Hannah and Jacob who have both 
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returned to Alliance.  Hannah is a 1st grade school teacher and Jacob is working on the farm with Mark, his 
brother Bruce, and his son John.  Jacob and John are the 5th generation of the Watson family to work on the 
farm.  After graduating from the University of Nebraska in 1977 with a B.S. in Agronomy Mark returned to 
the farm.  In the late 1980’s they began adopting continuous no till crop production on the dry land acres.  By 
1994 they had the entire farm, including the irrigated acres, in a continuous no till crop production system.  It 
has been very interesting over the years to see the dramatic changes in no till crop production.  Mark cur-
rently serve as Chairman of the Panhandle No till Partnership and as the Western Nebraska No till Education 
Coordinator.  He writes a weekly “No till Notes” column for regional newspapers.              
The Watson farm has been featured in numerous publications including Nebraska Farmer, Top Producer, No 
Till Magazine and others.

Session Summary: Water conservation and zero ground water depletion should be the goal of every irrigated 
producer in the High Plains.  Adopting conservation agriculture by utilizing a continuous no till crop produc-
tion system, cover/forage crops, proper crop rotations, residue management, and soil moisture monitoring 
will lead to zero groundwater depletion and protect our groundwater resource for generations to come.  

Other sessions include sponsored breakout sessions from BASF, Pro-Till, Red River Commodities and Nation-
als Sunflower Association, Green Cover Seed, and Precision Planting along with general no-till sessions cover-
ing technology, soil health applications in NE Colorado and  more. 

Check the website and the conference edition for complete details and continuing education credit approv-
als. Online registration at www.HighPlainsNoTill.com - early registration discount until Jan. 15, 2016!



Nebraska Farmers Recognized by White House as Champions of Change for 
“Sustainable and Climate-Smart Agriculture”

WASHINGTON, D.C. – On Monday, October 26, the White House recognized 13 Individuals from across the 
country as White House Champions of Change for Sustainable and Climate-Smart Agriculture.  These individ-
uals were selected by the White House for their achievements and were honored for exemplary leadership 
and innovation in agricultural production and education. The Champions have helped implement agricultural 
practices that promote soil health and energy efficiency, improve water quality, and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.

Keith and Brian Berns of Bladen, NE were among those recognized as Champions of Change.  They are co-
owners and operators of Providence Farms, a 2000 acre diversified family farming operation in Bladen NE 
and Green Cover Seed, one of the nation’s leading providers of cover crop information and seed.  Green 
Cover Seed has grown from supplying seed and information for 1,000 acres of cover crops in 2009 to over 
500,000 acres in 2015.  Green Cover Seed’s SmartMix® Calculator is the industry standard for planning and 
designing cover crop mixes and is used extensively across the country.  Keith and Brian also spend countless 
hours educating farmers and ranchers about the importance of soil health and carbon sequestration through 
numerous field days, workshops and conferences.

 
In reflecting on this honor, Keith commented:   

“Our connection to the land runs deep as we have been farmers all of our life but only recently have we 
begun to understand the complexity of the soil ecosystem and the promise that it holds for better crops, 
healthier food, and a more stable environment.   By studying how God created soils, plants, and microorgan-
isms to interact and thrive in nature, we have been leveraging the power of biology to improve our soils, 
increase our crop yields, and sequester carbon from the atmosphere.  Through no-till farming, crop diversity, 
and living cover crops, we are storing and building our soil carbon levels by removing CO2 from the atmo-
sphere and putting it into the soil where it becomes the currency for a wonderfully complex economy of 
plants and soil microorganisms.  We are convinced that the only logical solution to increased atmospheric 
CO2 levels is to farm in a manner that has more plants growing more often (cover crops)  to sequester the 
carbon into the soil and to avoid practices that will re-release large amounts of CO2 (tillage or burning).  This 
realization led us to start Green Cover Seed in 2009 and from a small and humble beginning with a SARE 
Farmer/Rancher grant to over 3,500 customers and over 1 million acres in all 50 states, we are blessed far 
beyond all that we could ask or think.”

 
Keith and Brian, along with the other Champions of Change met with leaders from the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture to discuss sustainable agriculture practices.   The awards program also featured remarks 
by United States Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack.  The Champions of Change program was created as 
an opportunity for the White House to feature individuals who are doing extraordinary things to inspire 
and empower members of their communities. To learn more about the White House Champions of Change 
program, visit www.whitehouse.gov/champions.   You can also follow the conversation at #WHChamps and 
#ActOnClimate.

Reprinted with permission from www.GreenCoverSeed.com
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CCTA is a non-profit organization serving all the States in the High Plains Region. It is a resource of experienced farmers working with industry, University and 
agricultural agency personnel whose goal is to spread research and on-farm gained information about conservation farming practices.


