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Happy New Year!

As January brings a time of reflection on the past year, many 
of us will look back at 2015 as a year of triumphs and trag-
edies. The drought finally eased in the High Plains, and in 
true agriculture style we still had challenges. The wet spring 
presented planting and drilling challenges and dry condi-
tions this fall disrupted wheat stands. It seems like the only 
consistent thing in agriculture is the need to overcome ev-
er-changing conditions; accepting that challenge is the very 
characteristic that makes us agriculturalists. 

Agriculturalists are by nature optimistic, hoping and praying 
each year will be better than the last. We operate on the 
hope that management decisions made today will benefit 
our operations, our land, our families, and our communi-
ties in years to come. If we are lucky we will see that hope 
become a reality. In the meantime we can focus on the tri-
umphs, big and small, that we are blessed with. This year 
the moisture brought with it better yields, more residue, 
and new opportunities. Since we know not what opportu-
nity looks like, we must be ready for anything.

The 2016 High Plains No-Till Conference will help you be 
better prepared for opportunities. With a blend of industry, 
University and producer led sessions you are sure to find in-
formation that fits your philosophy of no-till management. 
We have worked diligently to create five themes of subject 
matter to help us better address the needs of our members. 
Here is a quick overview of the five areas of content:

• Innovative Technology – This section of content will 
help us better understand technology available to take your 

farm to the next level. These sessions will have a few per-
spectives on ways to analyze data to continue refining and 
enhancing our management decisions.
• Irrigated No-till – Speakers from the region will help 
us learn more effective and efficient ways to successfully in-
tegrate no-till tillage practices into the irrigated and limited 
irrigated environments and how to more efficiently use our 
water resources.
• No-till & Soil Health –The content that we have ar-
ranged in this area ranges from swath grazing, companion 
cropping, managing diverse crop rotations, and approaches 
to holistic farming.
•  Farm Business – Another key area of successful 
farming is knowing how to manage our businesses more ef-
ficiently. National speakers and local resources are here to 
help you be more efficient. 
• General No-Till – Universal no-till topics are always 
beneficial. High Plains specific information for the manage-
ment of the Sawfly, and innovative ways to leverage farm 
capital will be discussed.

One of the blessings I am thankful for is the opportunity to 
have served on the CCTA board with great people. This year 
at the annual CCTA meeting we will be filling two CCTA BOD 
positions due to term limits.  If you would be interested in 
joining our board, please contact a CCTA board member 
and then come to the business meeting at the conference 
to be nominated for the board. We look forward to seeing 
you at the High Plains No-Till Conference in February. 

Here’s to a blessed 2016!

John Fabian, CCTA President

CCTA Board of Directors
Officers

John Fabian, President, Windsor, Colorado
jffabian14@gmail.com 
970-373-7429

Barry Maranville, Matheson, Colorado
barrymaranville@yahoo.com
719-393-5614 

Scott Smelker, Stratton, Colorado 
smlkseeds182@hotmail.com
719-348-5055 

Mike Kochis, Secretary Limon, Colorado
mkochis.topqualityag@yahoo.com
719-740-8867

Kyle Franz, Burlington, Colorado
Kyle.franz@ks.usda.gov
719-349-8067

Haley Harms, Otis, Colorado
Help@ProTill.com
970-466-0721

Jeff Kler, Yuma, Colorado
jeffrey.kler@chsinc.com
970-630-5262

Ron Meyer, Burlington, Colorado
rf.meyer@ColoState.edu
719-349-1101

Clay Nab, Fleming, Colorado
nabc@nachurs.com
970-889-0473

Nate Northup, New Raymer, Colorado
nathannrthp@gmail.com
970-520-7180

Scott Smith,  Cheyenne Wells, Colorado
scott.smith@co.usda.gov 
719-342-2902

Michael Thompson, Almena, KS
mt_fhsu@hotmail.com
785-871-1651

Jonathan Wagers, Woodrow, Colorado
jonathan@teamggf.com
970-554-6559

Becky Ravenkamp, Coordinator, Hugo, Colorado
Becky@highplainsnotill.com
719-740-0715

CCTA Board Members



2016 High Plains No-Till Conference Sessions

48 ft coulter with double shoot fertilizer Mid-row banders, new 
disks, 491 monitor 2 1/4 steel press with 350 bu tow behind cart - 3 

metering tanks

BRINGING THE BEST TECHNOLOGY TO 
YOUR FARM

	 	 970.466.0721	 970.744.1928
email:	help@protill.com

Dr. Dwayne Beck, Dakota Lakes Research Manager
Keynote Tuesday: History and Goals of the Dakota Lakes Research Farm, 1 CEU CM
The Dakota Lakes Research Farm has a unique history and structure.  This has led to the development of 
research approaches that differ from those that were common in the past.  This presentation will focus on the 
strengths, weaknesses, and possibilities of using this approach elsewhere.
Keynote Wednesday: Using 600 years as the time frame for setting goals in agriculture and natural resource 
management, 1 CEU CM
Native American Societies based decisions on how they would impact 7 generations.  This discussion will focus 
on anticipating changes that are likely to occur in the next 7 to 14 generations
Soil Health and Profits; Putting It All Together, 1 CEU SWM
The key to maximizing profits is the optimize nutrient cycling, water efficiency, and sunlight harvesting.  This 
can only be done when soil functions at its highest level and is not degraded.  This discussion will focus on do-
ing this in both irrigated and rain fed conditions..

Joshua Dukart, Holistic Educator
Keynote Tuesday: Thinking Regeneratively , 1 CEU PD
The word sustainability has become a rather common term in our society today. It has also become our best 
attempt at trying to describe what we do in the agricultural world. This term is used in a variety of contexts 
and has taken on many definitions. It is promoted by many individuals and organizations alike. Additionally, it 
has been used to describe contrasting ends of several spectrums, including trying to control nature with high 
input agriculture to working with nature in a very low input fashion. In my opinion, the word sustainability has 
lost much of its credibility as it is used so loosely and frequently to describe vastly different ideals. So what 
does sustainability really mean to the farming and ranching community? I’m not so sure it even accurately 
describes what we are trying to do…or maybe should be trying to do…
Keynote Wednesday: Intentional Living , 1 CEU PD
 What is it that we actually do? How do we do it? Most importantly, why do we do it?  These questions can be 
more difficult to answer than we might think…but are at the core of our daily, seasonal, and yearly decisions 
and actions. How we answer those questions goes a long ways in determining whether the outcomes of our 
decisions and actions are positive or negative. Simply shooting from the hip and/or taking on the next daily 
crisis/fire rarely creates the progress we envision and hope for and relegates us primarily to survival mode. 
Our effectiveness, rather than just efficiency, is greatly affected by how accurately we define our direction in 
life and how closely our decisions/actions support that path.



2016 High Plains No-Till Conference Sponsors 
Conference sponsors and vendors enable CCTA to provide outstanding speakers at the 

conference. Please make sure you thank them for making the conference possible!

Corporate Sponsors
BASF

National Sunflower Association
Pro-Till

Red River Commodities

Gold Sponsors
21st Century Equipment 
Ag Power Equipment Co.

AgVenture
Channel

Colorado Corn
DuPont Pioneer

Frontier Ag
Green Cover Seeds

Lewton Ag
Morris Industries

Shelbourne Reynolds

Wagner Equipment

Breakout Sessions Sponsors
BASF

Green Cover Seed
Morris Industries

National Sunflower Association
Pawnee Buttes Seed

Precision Planter
Red River Commodities

Silver Sponsors
Bayer Crop Science

Centennial Ag Supply Co.
Eastern Colorado Seeds

Exapta Solutions
Farm Credit of Southern Colorado

Gordon Insurance Agency
Global Sorghum Solutions
Hilltop Planting Solutions

Humalfa
JD Skiles

Rocky Mountain Farmers Union
Simplot

Simpson Farm Enterprises
Stratton Equity Coop

Syngenta
Vince’s GM Center

Basic Sponsors
Cheyenne Conservation District

Farmer’s State Bank
Flagler Coop Assn.

Flagler Aerial Spraying, Inc.
Powell Seeds

Premier Farm Credit
Smelker Seeds

Wray State Bank



21st Century Equipment
Flagler, CO

ADM /Northern Sun
Goodland, KS

Ag Power Equipment Company
Burlington, CO

Ag Venture
Minden, NE

American Agriculture Lab
McCook, NE

Arrow Seed Company, Inc.
Broken Bow, NE

BASF
Burlington, CO

Bayer Crop Science
Ft. Collins, CO

BOSS of Colorado
Denver, CO

Centennial Ag Supply, CO
Greeley, CO

Central Life Sciences
Greeley, CO

Channel Seeds
Evans, CO

Colorado Corn
Greeley, CO

Colorado Wheat
Fort Collins, CO

Crop Quest, Inc.
Dodge City, KS

CSU Extension - Golden Plains
Burlington, CO

DeKalb / Asgrow
Joes, CO

DuPont Pioneer
Lincoln, NE

Eastern Colorado Seeds, LLC
Burlington, CO

EGE Products
Minneola, KS

Elk River Enterprises
Greeley, CO

Exapta Solutions
Salina, KS

Farm & Ranch Realty
Colby, KS

Farm Credit of Southern Colorado 
Limon, CO

Frontier Ag, Inc.
Goodland, KS

Fye Consulting,
Stratton, CO

Global Sorghum Solutions
Goodland, KS 

Gordon Insurance Agency
Limon, CO

Green Cover Seed
Bladen, NE

Heinrichs Harvesting Company
Davenport, NE

High Plains Journal
Dodge City, KS

Hilltop Planting Solutions
Burlington, CO

Humalfa
Iliff, CO

J.D. Heiskell
Windsor, CO

JD Skiles 
Atwood, KS

Kugler Company,
McCook, NE

Lewton Ag  Services
Otis, CO

Morris Industries Ltd
Saskatoon, SK

Mycogen Seeds
Aurora, CO

Nachurs Alpine Solutions
Marion, OH

National Sunflower Association
Goodland, KS 

Pro-Till
Otis, CO

Red River Commodities
Lubbock, TX

Rob-See-CO
Elkhorn, NE

Rocky Mountain Farmers Union
Denver, CO

Shelbourne Reynolds
Colby, KS

Simplot Grower Solutions
Burlington, CO

Simpson Farm Enterprises
Ransom, KS

Sims Fertilizer and Chemical Co.
Osborne, KS

Syngenta Crop Protection
St. Francis, KS

The Andersons PureGrade
North Sioux City, SD

Wagner Equipment
Burlington, CO

Woofter Construction & Irrigation
Colby, KS

2016 Bronze Booth Sponsors
These sponsors are also exhibitors and  offer valuable products and services, please take time

to thank these businesses for supporting the 2016 High Plains No-Till Conference.



HYBRID SORGHUM
PRODUCTS

 Becky Vandike
(785) 728 - 7310

bvandike@chromatininc.com

For a full product listing visit:
www.chromatininc.com/seed.html

CALL 1-855-SORGHUM

Replenishing soils today for generations tomorrow

A Division of T.J. Crowder and Sons, LLC

Essential ingredients are highly available to the soil in the first year and 
less prone to leaching
Pathogens and weed seeds in raw manure are eliminated by the thermal 
and bacterial action of composting
Moisture retention capacity in the soil is increased.
Friendly fungi are stimulated, which are natural enemies of undesirable 
fungi, nematodes, cut-worms, and aphids.
Concrete chunks and other undesired trash in the raw manure are removed.
The rank odor of manure is replaced with a pleasing humus smell indicat-
ing the presence of healthy, aerobic bacteria.
Organic fertilizer is easy to transport, handle, and apply which reduces soil 
compaction.

Benefits of Organic Fertilizer

26874 CR 65       Iliff,CO       80736    www.humalfa.com 970.522.0758

®“ Analysis You Can Grow With”

(720) 509-9011
info@leasegen.com

PO Box No. 200312
Denver, Colorado 80220

leasegen.com

Specializing in wind turbine lease revenue valuation

LeaseGenLLC

The Intersection of Land, Wealth and People, 1 CEU CM
Each year it seems like we receive more and more information on what things to do and how to do them, es-
pecially from an agricultural perspective. From newspapers, magazines, and the internet to tours and confer-
ences, there is no shortage of very detailed and specific information on various topics. But how do we put all 
of that information into workable and applicable actions? How do we know if those actions are leading us in 
the direction we want to go? Do we even know where we want to go? The holistic management process pro-
vides the framework for people to answer these questions. It can be the vehicle to identify what you and your 
family wants and then empowers all of you to achieve it. This process of “connecting the dots” has proven 
time and time again to be very powerful and extremely effective.

BASF Sponsored Session - Examining the Factors for High Yield Winter Wheat
High yields are not achieved by accident.  The agronomics must be carefully studied, planned for, and expertly 
executed to achieve the desired results.  Producing high yielding winter wheat starts by making an intensive 
production plan that identifies and reduces potentially ‘limiting’ factors at each critical growth phase.  Maxi-
mum yield potential is only realized when winter wheat is properly managed during ALL critical growth phas-
es.  
Green Cover Seeds Sponsored Session - Carbonomics:  The Amazing Economy of Plants and Soils   
Producers, consumers, currency, transportation, communication, defense, diversity and a free market are all 
important for a nation’s economy to thrive.  Plants and soil also have a very complex economy and depend 
on the very same elements to thrive and prosper.   We will explore how these factors all work together in a 
healthy soil system.   Come learn how to manage your farming system to best leverage your carbon currency 
and maximize both your personal and your soil economies.

Morris Industries Sponsored Session , Morris No-till Seeding Equipment for the High Plains, 1 CEU CM
Morris Industries is one of the oldest farm machinery manufacturers in Western Canada. Our seeding equip-
ment is used to plant crops in some of the most arid regions of the planet, including the northern Great Plains, 



2016 High Plains No-Till Conference Schedule
Tuesday, February 2, 2016

  Registration  Open all day - coffee, tea, water; Mini breakfast in morning; Snacks and soda in afternoon - Break room
      Opens Open all day - Old Town Museum (Buildings South of Community Building)

Time Room A Room B Room 109 Room 111 Room 114 Rec Room

7:00 AM

8:30 AM
to

 9:30 AM

In Museum: Welcome Invocation, Sponsor Recognition, Scholarship Recognition 

Keynote Speaker In Museum - Joshua Dukart: Thinking Regenerativly, 1 CEU PD

9:40 AM 
to

10:40 AM

BASF  - Examin-
ing the Factors for 
High Yield Winter 

Wheat

New era of cell 
based  RTK & GPS - 

Jim Sidwell 

Deficit / Limited 
Irrigation Man-

agement - Daran 
Rudnick, Ph.D UNL, 

1 CEU SWM

Surviving Low 
Commodity Prices 
-  Shawn Alsup & 
Dennis Roddy, 1 

CEU CM

What To Expect in 
No-Till - Paul Jasa, 
UNL,  1 CEU CM 

Soil Health and 
Profit, Putting It All 
Together - Dwayne 

Beck, 1 CEU CM

11:10 AM 
to

12:10 PM

Pro-Til / Bourgault 
- Seeding System 

Selection

Using Drones with 
GIS Surveys and 
Maps -  Joe Re-

detzke & Jon Berry

Irrigation Challeng-
es in Arid Climates 

- Rudy Garcia  NRCS 
1 CEU SWM

Farming Is Big Busi-
ness, What does 

your business look 
like? - Norman 

Dalsted 1 CEU CM

Ag Technologies: 
Are they worth the 
cost? - Craig Smith 
FHSU, 1 CEU CM

Managing Weeds 
with Crops - Randy 
Anderson     1 CEU 

IPM, 1 CEC

10:40-11:10 
AM Break - Visit Trade Show

12:10 - 1:15 
PM

1:15 - 2:15 
PM

2:25 PM
to

 3:25 PM

4:00 PM
to

5:00 PM

3:25 - 4:00 Break - Visit Trade Show

8:15 - 8:30

5:00 PM 
to

 6:30 PM 
Beer & Bull Session - Great Room

Closed for lunch (Lunch Served in Old Town Museum)

National Sunflower 
Assn - Sunflower 
Production 102, 1 

CEU CM

The Internet of 
Things; Integrating 
Farm Data - Chris 

Rezendes

Water Conserva-
tion - Mark Wat-
son, 1 CEU SWM

Farm Leases - 
Jenna Keller  
1 CEU CM

Networking to Le-
verage Farm Capi-
tal - Chris Barron                

1 CEU CM

The Intersection 
of Land, Wealth, 

& People - Joshua 
Dukart 1 CEU CM

Keynote in Museum - Dwayne Beck - History and Goals of Dakota Lakes Research Farm, 1 CEU CM

Sponsored Session Ag Technology Irrigated No-Till Farm Business General No-Till Soil Health

Red River Commod-
ities - Sunflower 

Production 101, 1 
CEU CM

 Using Crop Spec 
Chlorophyll Scan-

ners for Crop Man-
agement Decisions 

- Rich Haynes

Changes On 
Today’s Farm To 

Ensure Tomorrow’s 
Profitability

 -Steve Tucker,  1 
CEU SWM

 Farm Family 
Dynamics -Dr. Bob 
Fetsch - 1 CEU PD

Wheat Stem Sawfly 
- JP Michaud KSU 
HRS - 1 CEU IPM, 

1 CEC

Soil Health in NE 
CO; Swath graz-
ing, Companion 
Crops- John Lar-

son, CO Producer



2016 High Plains No-Till Conference Schedule

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

  Registration  Open all day - coffee, tea, water; Mini breakfast in morning; Snacks and soda in afternoon - Break room
      Opens Open all day - Old Town Museum (Buildings South of Community Building)

Time Room A Room B Room 109 Room 111 Room 114 Rec Room

7:30 AM

8:30 AM
to

 9:30 AM

In Museum - Annual CCTA Meeting 

Keynote Speaker In Museum - Dwayne Beck - Using 600 Years As The Time Frame For Setting Goals 
in Agriculture and Natural Resource Management, 1 CEU CM

9:40 AM 
to

10:40 AM

Green cover Seed- 
Carbonomics:  The 
Amazing Economy 
of Plants and Soils

Using Crop Spec 
Chlorophyll Scan-

ners for Crop Man-
agement Decisions 

- Rich Haynes

Irrigation Challeng-
es in Arid Climates 

- Rudy Garcia  NRCS 
1 CEU SWM

Surviving Low 
Commodity Prices 
-  Shawn Alsup & 
Dennis Roddy, 1 

CEU CM

Networking to Le-
verage Farm Capi-
tal - Chris Barron                

1 CEU CM

Managing Weeds 
with Crops - Randy 
Anderson     1 CEU 

IPM, 1 CEC

11:10 AM 
to

12:10 PM

Precision - Building 
a New Planter Pass, 

1 CEU CM

The Internet of 
Things; Integrating 
Farm Data - Chris 

Rezendes

Water Conserva-
tion - Mark Wat-
son, 1 CEU SWM

Farm Family 
Dynamics -Dr. Bob 
Fetsch - 1 CEU PD

Ag Technologies: 
Are they worth the 
cost? - Craig Smith 
FHSU, 1 CEU CM

Soil Health in NE 
CO; Swath grazing, 
Companion Crops- 

John Larson, CO 
Producer

10:40-11:10 
AM Break - Visit Trade Show

12:10 - 1:15 
PM

1:15 - 2:15 
PM

2:25 PM
to

 3:25 PM

4:00 PM
to

5:00 PM

3:25 - 4:00 Break - Visit Trade Show (Trade Show ends at 4:00 PM)

8:00- 8:25

5:00 PM Door Prize Drawing in Museum

Closed for lunch (Lunch Served in Old Town Museum)

Morris Industries 
- No-Till Seeding 

Equipment for the 
High Plains, 1 CEU 

CM

Using Drones with 
GIS Surveys and 
Maps -  Joe Re-

detzke & Jon Berry

Deficit / Limited 
Irrigation Man-

agement - Daran 
Rudnick, Ph.D UNL, 

1 CEU SWM

Farm Leases - 
Jenna Keller  
1 CEU CM

What To Expect in 
No-Till - Paul Jasa, 
UNL,  1 CEU CM

Soil Health and 
Profit, Putting 

It All Together - 
Dwayne Beck, 1 

CEU CM

Keynote in Museum - Joshua Dukart - Intentional Living, 1 CEU PD

Sponsored Session Ag Technology Irrigated No-Till Farm Business General No-Till Soil Health

Pawnee Buttes 
Seeds- The Grass 
Story: The Role of 

Grasses in CO  Crop 
Production

New era of cell 
based  RTK & GPS - 

Jim Sidwell 

Changes On 
Today’s Farm To 

Ensure Tomorrow’s 
Profitability

 -Steve Tucker,  1 
CEU SWM

Farming Is Big Busi-
ness, What does 

your business look 
like? - Norman 

Dalsted 1 CEU CM 

Wheat Stem Sawfly 
- JP Michaud KSU 
HRS - 1 CEU IPM, 

1 CEC

The Intersection 
of Land, Wealth, 

& People - Joshua 
Dukart 1 CEU CM

Early Registration before Jan. 15, 2016 $130; after Jan. 15th $180
Register now at www.HighPlainsNoTill.com



USDA - NRCS
United State Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service

www.co.nrcs.usda.gov

Registration fee is the same for attending one or both days (except students)
Registrations taken at the door – cash, check or credit cards 

Registrations are non-refundable and non-transferable

Producer/Attendee Registration - $180.00             Early Registration before Jan. 15th - $130.00
Students - $25.00 per day                                

The following mailing address will be used to mail the CCTA Journal.

Business/Organization/Farm _____________________________________________________________

Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________________________________ State _______ Zip____________

Phone: (                 ) _________- ____________   E-Mail: ______________________________________

Please send CCTA Journal:   ___ Electronic   ___ Postal Hard Copy   

Name:  1 ______________________________________________________________
        Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before       
        Check one: __ Attendee -- $130  ($180 after January 15)    
  __ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues  ___ Wed  
                         
Name:  2 ______________________________________________________________ 
        Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before       
        Check one: __ Attendee -- $130  ($180 after January 15)    
  __ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues  ___ Wed 
       
Name:  3 ______________________________________________________________ 
        Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before       
        Check one: __ Attendee -- $130  ($180 after January 15)    
  __ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues  ___ Wed
Name:  4 ______________________________________________________________
        Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before       
        Check one: __ Attendee -- $130  ($180 after January 15)    
  __ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues  ___ Wed  
                         
Name:  5 ______________________________________________________________ 
        Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before       
        Check one: __ Attendee -- $130  ($180 after January 15)    
  __ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues  ___ Wed  
       

2016 High Plains No-Till Conference Registration 

Make check 
payable to: CCTA

Check # _________           

TOTAL: $ ________
 
Mail registration form 
and payment to: CCTA, 
41376 CR 26, Hugo CO 
80821

Online Registration at
www.HighPlainsNoTill.com



Holistic Management Workshop Registration 

Registration: $75 per attendee before Jan. 15th, 2016
$100 after Jan. 15th, 2016

Non-refundable, non-transferable
Includes: Materials, lunch and snack

                      

The following mailing address will be used to mail the CCTA Journal.

Business/Organization/Farm _____________________________________________________________

Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________________________________ State _______ Zip____________

Phone: (                 ) _________- ____________   E-Mail: ______________________________________

Please send CCTA Journal:   ___ Electronic   ___ Postal Hard Copy   

Name:  1 ______________________________________________________________
        Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before       
         
                         
Name:  2 ______________________________________________________________ 
        Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before       
          
       
Name:  3 ______________________________________________________________ 
        Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before       
        
Name:  4 ______________________________________________________________
        Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before         
                         
Name:  5 ______________________________________________________________ 
        Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before       
       
       
Total: $_____________ Check # _______________ or 

For Credit Card Payments please register online at www.HighPlainsNoTill.com



2016 Breakout Session Summaries

47500 US Hwy 24, Burlington, CO ●  866.655.7380

For all your seed needs - turn to the best in the west!
Turf Seed ● Forage Seed ● Mycogen ● Livestock Health

MSBiotec ● Trailers ● All your farm needs.

Going the extra mile.  
17 feet at a time.
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Expert advice, customized service and elite seed products. 
Find your Seedsman at channel.com.

That’s Seedsmanship At Work®.

High Plains Journal CHANE030126P117BVA Due: 1-10-14

No-Till Conference Book Today’s date: January 10, 2014 1:04 PM

7.5" x 4.5" Account Service:

Account Coordinator:

Art Director:

Production:

Proofing:

Concentrated Methylated Seed Oil

Killing WeedS better and 
Helping HerbiCide abSOrb

www.absorb100.com
888-679-5103 Minnelola, KS

Absorbency Improver • Drift Control Agent • Excellent Emulsifying Properties

Australia and the Steppes of Siberia and Kazakhstan. This presentation will detail how seeding equipment has 
evolved with farmer’s needs over time. Equipment design ideas critical to successful no-till seeding in arid 
landscapes will be discussed.

Pawnee Buttes Seed Sponsored Session - The Grass Story: The Role of Grasses in Colorado Crop Production
As the native cover of the Great Plains, grasses can provide major benefit to farm and ranch land in eastern 
Colorado.  In this session, Pawnee Buttes Seed salesman Glenn Ledall will describe the benefits of grasses, 
including their role in building soils, preventing erosion and restoring land. Glenn will lay the groundwork for 
planning, establishing and maintaining a successful planting of native grasses. He will also compare and con-
trast grass planting and maintenance with other farmed crops, highlighting key considerations when handling 
grass seed.

Precision Sponsored Breakout Session - Building a New Planter Pass, 1 CEU CM
Precision Planting is a leader in agriculture technology. We develop innovative products and solve important 
agronomic issues facing growers by rebuilding the planter pass. We will provide insight on planter maintenance 
and the improvements that can be made on current equipment to help growers plant more efficiently and 
capitalize on the maximum potential of their operation. 

Pro-Till / Bourgault Industries Ltd. Sponsored Session - Seeding System Selection
Seeding system selection will be discussed including: adaptability, contouring characteristics, durability and 
maintenance, ease of use, efficiency, field finish, nutrient placement, packing, penetration, residue clearance, 
and seeding consistency.



Red River Commodities / NSA Sponsored Breakout Sessions
Sunflower 101 – Sunflower Production, the Basics - 1 CEU CM
This session will cover beginning sunflower production topics. Planting dates, plant populations and Hybrid 
selection criteria that matches hybrids to general production strategies including irrigation vs dryland, soil 
characteristics and hybrid tolerance to environmental challenges.  Soil fertility needs with sunflower.  Basic 
herbicide packages will be discussed. Harvest strategies with both oil and confection types will also be covered.
Sunflower 102 – Advanced Sunflower Production Strategies - 1 CEU CM
Is 5000 pounds per acre achievable?  This session will cover advanced production strategies that produced 
nearly 5000 pounds per acre sunflower in 2015 at an eastern Colorado on-farm site.  Advanced herbicide and 
soil fertility research will be shown.  In addition, irrigation scheduling needs will be discussed.  Current disease 
prevention will be shown.  This session will share the latest agronomic production strategies that will maximize 
sunflower production potentials. 

Ag Technologies: Are they worth the cost? - Craig Smith 1 CSU CM
The capabilities of planter and sprayer technologies that link GPS navigation with application control continue 
to expand. Current technology permits varying levels of control for sprayers and planters down to the individ-
ual nozzle and row. This research incorporates over 1,400 real-world cropland fields to examine the effects of 
region, crops grown, and acres covered on the returns to investment in these technologies. There were found 
to be stark differences in returns and payback for these technologies across these factors.

Changes On Today’s Farm to Ensure Tomorrow’s Profitability - Making Big Changes On The Farm to Stay Vi-
able  - Steve Tucker 1 CEU SWM
We’ve all been there. Change is scary. Especially when it is something that could directly affect the Balance 
Sheet, the Wallet, and the relationship with the Wife. In this session, Steve Tucker will discuss and analyze his 
journey from a Wheat/Summer Fallow rotation, to a diverse, no-till, multi-crop farm that gives the neighbors 
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something to discuss at the coffee shop. No-tillage on dryland has been proven over time, but, can it work on 
irrigation? Steve will share his experiences and thoughts making the transition to preserve water on his farm, 
the most limiting factor in crop production.  

Deficit / Limited Irrigation Management - Daran Rudnick 1 CEU SWM
Full irrigation management is not always an option due to the effects of drought, declining water table, re-
duced stream flow, water allocations, insufficient irrigation system capacity, etc. Therefore, less irrigation than 
what is needed to meet crop water requirements is applied through deficit and limited irrigation management 
strategies. This presentation will discuss differences between full and deficit/limited irrigation for various crops 
and locations, how to manage irrigation in water limiting areas, and potential drawbacks associated with defi-
cit/limited irrigation. In addition, past and on-going research results will be shared.

Farm Family Dynamics - Dr. Robert “Bob” Fetsch - 1 CEU PD
“Farm Family Dynamics” is a fun session with research-based information, group discussion, and brainstorm-
ing about do’s and don’ts for healthy farm family dynamics.  We’ll talk about major stressors that farm fami-
lies identify.  We’ll also talk about resilient farm families and three things that they do differently.  We’ll think 
about unhealthy and healthy coping strategies that farm families might use.  Finally, together we’ll create lists 
of “Do’s and Don’ts for Healthy Farm Family Dynamics.” 
Farm Leases for the Future - Jenna Keller, Esq. 1 CEU CM 
This one-hour session will present several different farm lease ideas including benefits and drawbacks to each 
one with insight on governing Colorado laws. From current productive farm ground to expiring CRP ground 
Jenna will discuss traditional and innovative lease options. There are also lease considerations for business, 
estate and succession planning that will be presented. As part of a USDA grant program this breakout session 
will be the first in several opportunities to learn about and create functional farm leases. 
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Farming is Big Business – What Does Your Business Look Like? - Norman Dalsted 1 CEU CM
With changing economic conditions evaluating your business structure is a good idea. Current financial condi-
tions in the United States and Colorado can impact your operation as well as commodity outlooks for the 2016 
marketing year. Norm will address these conditions and advise on which financial statements you need to be 
focusing on and how lower commodity prices impact your business. 

Irrigation Challenges in Arid Climates - Rudy Garcia 1 CSU SWM
Arid environments provide many challenges to managing water use. Rudy Garcia, NRCS Regional Soil Health 
Specialist, will address those challenges and present ideas on ways to overcome them. Ideas discussed will 
include ground cover, irrigation systems, economic impact of improved soil health, and irrigation water quality 
effects on soil and plants. 

Managing Weeds with a Population Dynamics Approach - Randy Anderson 1 CEU IPM
A systems approach can reduce the cost of weed management by 50% in northeastern Colorado. This system 
involves various components such as diverse crop rotations, no-till, competitive crop canopies, and crop resi-
due preservation on the soil surface.  Rotations are designed to disrupt weed population dynamics.  With some 
rotations, producers have eliminated the use of herbicides in 3 crops out of a 4-crop rotation.

Networking to Leverage Farm Capital: A Multi-Generational Business Model/Understanding Opportunities to 
Maximize Profit Potential - Chris Barron 1 CEU CM
In this presentation I’ll discuss the opportunities of working together with other producers with an empha-
sis towards equipment utilization and efficiency.  There are huge economic and quality of life advantages in 
working together including but not limited to: Retirement transition, Younger producers trying to expand their 
operations, Time management and quality of life, Tax advantages, Equipment costs, utilization, and efficiency, 
Human resource management and efficiency, Economic befits in reaching a “critical mass”, and Process, do’s 
and don’ts.

Register today - early 
bird discount only $130!
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New Era of Cell Based RTK & GPS - Jim Sidwell
Jim Sidwell, Director of RTK Bridge Products, will explain the use of cell based RTK and GPS options now avail-
able in agriculture and give you a basis for selecting the right equipment for your farm.
He will discuss how and why modems found their way into the field of agriculture, the different types of mo-
dems and what you need to know about them, the investment or the cost of using a modem in agriculture, 
and how and why it is important to spend time determining the modem that will work best for you and your 
farm. 

Soil Health in Northeast Colorado - John Larson
You have heard the principles of soil health and wonder if they apply to our semi-arid climate in the High 
Plains. John Larson, Larson Farms, of Gill, CO will share how they operate their farm with soil health prin-
ciples in mind. On their irrigated acres, the Larson’s are employing diverse rotations that include cover crops, 
intercropping, and swath grazing with cattle. John will touch on the learning curve experienced on the farm 
when implementing new management practices. 

Surviving Low Commodity Prices – Knowing and Communicating Your Financial Picture - Shawn Alsup and 
Dennis Roddy, MBA 1 CEU CM 
In today’s environment of low commodity prices paired with stubbornly high input costs every operation 
needs to know and understand its individual financial picture.  Accurate financials give you the best chance 
to survive everything that’s coming down the road at you for the foreseeable future. Learning to know and 
understand your numbers in a manner that lets you communicate them to your stakeholders and lenders 
puts you a step ahead of most producers, and may be your key to surviving the low commodity prices we are 
currently dealing with.

The Internet of Things; Integrating Farm Data - Chris Rezendes 
The Internet of Things (IoT) is simply the latest, and perhaps the most powerful, technical tool that the agri-



culture community can deploy to enhance their profitability and sustainability.  Our ability to achieve food 
security begins with the health and wellness of the allied ag communities, and extends to a number of other 
stakeholder groups who must also invest in profitable, sustainable practices. The intelligent, intentional 
application of the Internet of Things to farming – including integrating all that data under a new set of data 
governance rules – is one of the most powerful tools we have to achieve food security. Data about the physi-
cal world is more than the new oil, or gold. It is the new air, dirt and water. 

Using Crop Spec Chlorophyll Scanners for Crop Management Decisions , Rich Haynes
Rich Haynes will discuss the innovative technology of using crop spec chlorophyll scanners in crop manage-
ment decisions. He will address TopCon CropSpec technical information, wavelength used, simpile ratio 
index, dynamic reference strip calibration, benefits of “just in time” nitrogen, and different use modes for 
application.

Using Drones with GIS Surveys and Maps - Joe Redetzke and Jon Berry
This session will include an overview of the various types of UAS’ in today’s marketplace and their features.  
We will also discuss how UAS’ imagery benefits daily operations of growers.  And we will look to the future 
of UAS’s in expanded capacities for agricultural purposes such as selective spraying.

 
Water Conservation - Mark Watson 1 CEU SWM
Water conservation and zero ground water depletion should be the goal of every irrigated producer in the 
High Plains.  Adopting conservation agriculture by utilizing a continuous no till crop production system, 
cover/forage crops, proper crop rotations, residue management, and soil moisture monitoring will lead to 
zero groundwater depletion and protect our groundwater resource for generations to come.  

What To Expect in No-Till  - Paul Jasa 1 CSU CM
In this session Paul Jasa will explain the expected changes producers can expect to see in their soil, talk 
about equipment considerations when converting to no-till and, discuss the mind-set change required to be 
successful in your new cropping system.

Wheat Stem Sawfly - JP Michaud 1 CEU IPM
The wheat stem sawfly is an insect indigenous to the High Plains that has, over the past 100 years, under-
gone various evolutionary transitions that have enabled to it expand its host range from spring wheat into 
winter wheat, and its geographic range from north to south. This presentation will discuss the history of 
sawfly problems in wheat, its biology, behavior and natural enemies, and the multiple tactics that must be 
integrated into an effective management strategy that does not rely on tillage.
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Holistic Management Workshop
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This introductory course will explore the 

holistic management decision making 
framework. It will introduce attendees to 
the four main principles of establishing 

a long-term goal, detailed financial plan, 
biological plan for the landscape, and pro-
gram to assess progress towards the goal. 

Register now for only $75!
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CCTA is a non-profit organization serving all the States in the High Plains Region. It is a resource of experienced farmers working with industry, University and 
agricultural agency personnel whose goal is to spread research and on-farm gained information about conservation farming practices.


