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Greetings from CCTA!
 As 2017 draws to a close I hope that we as  
producers take time to reflect on the conditions of our 
soil going into winter.  Some areas were blessed with an  
abundance of moisture, how much of that moisture did 
we capture in our subsoil or use with a growing crop?  
Are there signs of runoff or a crop not having enough  
moisture to mature even in a wet year?  I would encourage 
you to be a detective and check your fields and rangeland to 
see the health of the land.  
 Growing up on the farm I came from a full  
tillage mindset, if there was a weed or volunteer plant we 
worked the ground.  At eight years of age I was sent out 
on the tractor to work in ditches and then work the whole 
field.  We never thought about why those ditches were 
there, or even worse how much topsoil we were losing.   
Actually, we never really connected the dots that the  
water that made those ditches was water we could have 
used to grow a better crop.  As a senior in high school I was 
sat down and told not to return to the farm because it was 
not profitable.  I am a hard-headed person so I knew there 
had to be a different and better way so I could return to the 
farm.  I found that I needed to be a detective and find out 
what our land needed.  I think that many times it is easy to 
look at fields and say “it needed more rain, or needed more 
fertility to grow that crop”.  While some of our land does 
need better fertility and water infiltration, there is one thing 
that is missing in ALL of our soils.
 CARBON!  Yes, soil carbon is the most  
important factor that makes for a productive soil.   

Carbon is what gives soil its dark color.  Look at our soils 
and tell me how many look like chocolate cake?  I have not 
seen many.  Carbon holds up to seven times its weight in  
water.  Soil Organic Matter is 58 percent carbon by weight.  
Carbon is also the food source for Fungi which leave a 
sticky substance called Glomalin behind.  Glomalin glues 
the soil together so it doesn’t wash away or blow away.   
Glomalin also keeps pore spaces open so water can  
infiltrate the soil. 
 Our soils were once rich in Carbon. When our soil 
was first turned with the plow the carbon started leaving 
our soils.  Most areas have been in production for over 100 
years and, in some areas, have less than half the amount 
of Carbon in them as they once did.  Could it be possible to 
hold more water and nutrients in our soils with just having 
more Carbon in our system?  I think it is very possible!  
 I am proud to announce that this year at the  
CCTA’s High Plains No-Till Conference on February 6-7, 
2018 we are featuring Dr. Christine Jones as our keynote 
speaker.  Dr. Jones is one of the world’s top scientists in 
restoring carbon to the soil.  Dr. Jones has worked with  
producers from all over the globe to increase one 
thing- SOIL CARBON!  Productivity and profitability have  
followed, on farming and ranching operations, once the 
soil carbon has increased.  I would encourage you to come 
to our conference and bring a neighbor as this could have 
one of the biggest effects on the future productivity and  
profitability of your operation.  Hope to see you there.

-Michael Thompson, CCTA President
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2018 Conference Keynote Speakers

Our second keynote speaker for the 2018 High Plains NoTill Conference will be Nathan Haile from 
the Texas NRCS. Nathan’s 21 years with the Natural Resources Conservation Service has given him the  
opportunity to evaluate soils across the state of Texas and many unique regions of the nation. For the past 
10 years he has focused his efforts on improving knowledge of soil quality in Texas. He graduated with 
a Plant and Soil Science degree from Tarleton State University and is currently the Soil Health Specialist 
for Texas NRCS. Nathan and his wife Angie have 2 daughters and enjoy raising kids and cows on a small 
operation in Hamilton, Texas.

Nathan Haile 

Dr. Christine Jones is an internationally renowned and highly respected groundcover and soils ecologist. She 
has a wealth of experience working with innovative landholders to implement regenerative land management 
practices that enhance biodiversity, increase biological activity, sequester carbon, activate soil nutrient cycles, 
restore water balance, improve productivity and create new topsoil. Christine has organized and participated in 
workshops, field days, seminars and conferences throughout Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
Europe and North America and has a strong publication and presentation record. Christine is a member of Ari-
zona State University’s ‘Carbon Nation Team’ and sits on the advisory panel of ‘The Carbon Underground’. These  
organizations recognise that farming and grazing practices designed to improve levels of soil carbon through 
the active management of diverse yearlong green groundcover are key to the restoration of soil function, water  
balance and the nutrient density of food.

Dr. Christine Jones
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2018 Speaker Preview

We have a great lineup of speakers for the 2018 High Plains No-Till Conference!
Be sure to check out their session summaries in the next edition of the CCTA Journal! 

Sponsored Breakout 
Sessions by:

Central Life Sciences

Green Cover Seed

Red River Commodities

National Sunflower Association



New Coordinator Joins CCTA
Joni Mitchek of Kit Carson, CO recently joined CCTA as a new coordinator working on the 2018 High 
Plains No-Till Conference.

Originally from Karval, CO, Joni grew up on a ranch where her family had a cow/calf herd, raised  
yearlings, and did some dryland farming. She began attending Colorado State Univeristy-Pueblo in 
2010, pursuing a degree in Mass Communications and Leadership Studies. After graduating in 2012, she  
returned to production agriculture when she and her husband started their own cow/calf operation north 
of Kit Carson. They now run a herd of primarily Angus/South Devon cows and have a two-year-old 
daughter and two-month-old son.

In addition to working on the ranch, Joni has served as a speaker for the National Beef Speakers Bureau, 
assistant volleyball coach for Genoa-Hugo/Karval, and the manager of the Kit Carson Post Office.  She 
is excited to be working with the CCTA this year and is looking forward to meeting everyone at the  
conference in February!

Contact Joni:
23929 County Road 16
Kit Carson, CO 80825 

coordinator@highplainsnotill.com
1-833-4No-Till



Registration fee is the same for attending one or both days (except students).
Registrations accepted at the door - cash, check, or credit cards.

Registrations are non-refundable and non-transferable.

Early Bird Registration.................. $130
Registration after 1/15................. $180
Students (per day)........................ $ 25

The following mailing address will be used to mail the CCTA Journal.

Business/Organization/Farm ____________________________________________
Mailing Address ______________________________________________________
City _____________________________________ State ________ Zip___________
Phone: (   ) _________- ____________ E-Mail: ______________________________
Please send CCTA Journal: ___ Electronic ___ Postal Hard Copy

Name: 1 _____________________________________________________________
 Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before
 Check one: __ Attendee -- $130 ($180 after January 15)
__ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues ___ Wed

Name: 2 _____________________________________________________________
 Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before
 Check one: __ Attendee -- $130 ($180 after January 15)
__ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues ___ Wed

Name: 3 _____________________________________________________________
 Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before
 Check one: __ Attendee -- $130 ($180 after January 15)
__ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues ___ Wed

Name: 4 _____________________________________________________________
 Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before
 Check one: __ Attendee -- $130 ($180 after January 15)
__ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues ___ Wed

Name: 5 _____________________________________________________________
 Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before
 Check one: __ Attendee -- $130 ($180 after January 15)
__ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues ___ Wed

Please make check out to CCTA and mail with registration to:
CCTA

23929 County Road 16
Kit Carson, CO 80825

Register online at: 
www.HighPlainsNoTill.com

2018 High Plains No-Till Conference Registration



• Full time student returning as a sophomore, 
junior or senior attending a higher institution 
of learning in Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas, or 
Wyoming.

• Minimum GPA of 2.7.

CCTA Scholarship Application

Directions: Please complete this application completely and accurately. Include all the required items listed 
below, and submit by December 1st.  Application available at www.HighPlainsNoTill.com. Scholarships may be 
submitted in electronic format to coordinator@highplainsnotill.com or by postal hard copy. No preference will 
be given to either format. Scholarship winners will be contacted mid-January. Winners will be invited to the 
CCTA conference in February to be recognized at the conference. There is no obligation to attend, but it is  
highly encouraged. 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
Home or Permanent Address:______________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________ State: ______ Zip: __________
Home Phone: _______________________________ School Phone: _______________________________
Name and address of hometown newspaper: __________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Higher Institute of Learning attending: _______________________________________________
Student Number: ________________________________________________________________________
Agriculture Scholarship or Financial Aid Department Mailing Address: ____________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Agriculture Major: __________________________________________________

Attach:
 · List of college leadership related activities and involvement
 · List of out-of-school agriculture and leadership related activities and involvement
 · List of honors and awards
 · Official and most current transcript
 · One-page essay explaining your 1.) interest in agriculture, 2.) knowledge of conservation tillage  
       practices, 3) future goals. 
 · One letter of recommendation
 · Headshot photo required

Release of scholarship information
I hereby authorize the release of the contents of this application and information concerning my academic 
standing while attending the higher institution, with an Agriculture Department, listed on this application to the 
donor or official representative of any award I may receive and/or the news media.

Signature of Applicant: _____________________________________________ Date: ________________
Printed Name: _____________________________________________________

Send completed application to: coordinator@HighPlainsNoTill.com  or 
Mail to: Joni Mitchek, 23929 County Road 16, Kit Carson, CO 80825

• Majoring in Agriculture (equine and animal 
science excluded), Ag business, Horticulture, or 
Agronomy.

• Must be a Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas or  
Wyoming resident.

Eligibility Requirements:



CCTA Board Vacancies

Due to term limits, there will be vacancies on the CCTA Board of Directors starting in 2018. Board  
members are responsible for fiscal management of the association, and planning and content at  
educational events. It is a great opportunity to expand your no-till network and has led to other  
opportunities for past board of director members. If you are interested in learning more about becoming  
a CCTA board member please contact CCTA President, Michael Thompson, or one of the current board  
members for more information. 

Nominations are currently open and elections will be held on Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2018 during the  
business meeting at the High Plains No-Till Conference. To nominate yourself, or someone you think would 
be a great director, please submit the nomination form to coordinator@highplainsnotill.com or mail to:  
    CCTA 23929 County Road 16, Kit Carson, CO 80825.

CCTA Board of Directors Nomination Form
Nominating Person Name (optional): ________________________________________________________
Nominating Person Phone (optional): ________________________________________________________
Person to be Nominated to the Board of Directors Name: ________________________________________
Address if known:  _______________________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________________________________
Brief summary of why this person is being nominated to the CCTA Board of Directors: _________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________



Colorado Agri-Women and Colorado Conservation Tillage Association will host a Lasting Legacy Estate  
Planning Workshop Monday, February 5, 2018 at the Burlington Community Center in Burlington, CO. The 
workshop will start at 9:00AM and conclude at 4:30 PM with 90 minutes allowed for participants to eat lunch in 
Burlington. 

Initiating discussions on succession and estate planning can be uncomfortable. Parents do not want to upset  
children, and children don’t want to be seen as greedy. Fear of upsetting family with estate decisions or an  
attitude of “I won’t have to worry about it when I’m gone” may seem the best course of action at the moment, but it 
can lead to devastation for those who are left. Conversely, parents and grandparents are more than willing to share 
stories of their life, family accomplishments and personal success. 

Beyond just real estate property and personal possessions, this hands-on workshop is the first step in  
creating a succession and estate document. All four pillars of your Legacy will be covered: Values and Life Lessons,  
Personal Possessions of Emotional Value, Instructions and Wishes to be Fulfilled, and Financial Assets/Real Estate. 

Jeff Tranel and Norm Dalsted, Colorado State University Extension, will give participants many useful tools 
and ideas for developing business succession and estate plans. They will walk through the Lasting Legacy 
Workbook, included for each participant, giving people a start in filling out the information needed for family  
communication and their attorneys. Examples of consumable forms will be presented with the hope each  
participant will use them as a starting point and update/change the forms over time to suit their  
individual needs. The workshop will be followed by a free legal clinic where families can meet with legal and financial  
advisors to work on a final document for their estate or succession plan. 

Take the first step to ensure your lasting legacy by registering at www.ColoradoAgriWomen.org or  
www.HighPlainsNoTill.com.  

CCTA and Colorado Agri-Women Host Lasting Legacy Workshop



2018 Sponsors and Exhibitors

Conference sponsors enable CCTA to provide outstanding speakers at the conference. Please 
make sure you thank them for making the conference possible!

Corporate Platinum Sponsors
HPC National Sunflower Association

Red River Commodities

Gold Sponsors
Ag Power

DuPont Pioneer
Green Cover Seed

Shelbourne Reynolds
Wagner Equipment Co.

Silver Sponsors
AgEnsure 

Arrow Seed Co Inc.
BASF

Central Life Sciences
Eastern Sky, Inc.

Farm Credit of Southern Colorado
Frontier Ag, Inc.

Golden Harvest Seeds
Gordon Insurance Agency, Inc.

Hawkins Ag
Hilltop Planting Solutions

NACHURS
On Target Ag Solutions

Pawnee Buttes Seed, Inc.
Rocky Mountain Farmers Union

Bronze Sponsors
ADM/Northern Sun

Agrian
American Agricultural Laboratory

Colorado Corn
Coloradoland Tire and Service

EGE Products
Farm & Ranch Realty, Inc.

Fye Consulting
Godsey Precision Ag LLC

Heinrichs Harvesting Company
High Plains Journal

JD Skiles
Kugler Company

Lincoln County Farm Bureau
Mycogen Seeds

Rob-See-Co
Rosen’s

Simpson Farm Enterprises

Basic Sponsors
Premier Farm Credit, ACA

Wray State Bank

Breakout Session Sponsors
Central Life Sciences

Green Cover Seed
HPC National Suflower Association

Red River Commodities



Basic Sponsor $300 
• Black and White Business Card Size (2x3 inch landscape) Ad in Conference Program
• One Complimentary Registration
• Listed (Name, phone, address, link) on website and sponsor page

Bronze Booth Sponsor $550 
• 8’x8’ Booth with Two Complimentary Registrations
• Listed (Name, phone, address, link) on website*

Silver Booth Sponsor $1000 
• Black and White 1/4 Page (3x5 inch portrait) Ad in Conference Program* 
• Complimentary 8’x8’ Booth with Two Complimentary Registrations 
• Business Card size Ad in Winter Issue of CCTA Journal*
• Listed (Name, phone, address, link) on website*  
•  Complimentary Insert in Attendee Packet (550 copies delivered by Jan.1)

Gold Booth Sponsor $2000 
• Color 1/2 Page (6.75 x 5 inch landscape) Ad in Conference Program*
• Complimentary 8’x16’ Booth Space Booth Space and Three Complimentary Registrations
• Business Card size Ad in 3 Issues of CCTA Journal*
• Listed (Name, phone, address, link) on website*
• Complimentary Insert in Attendee Packet (550 copies delivered by Jan.1)

Platinum Booth Sponsor $4000 
• One Sponsored Breakout Session 
• Color Full Page (6.75 x 10 inch, portrait) Ad in Conference Program*
• Complimentary 8’x16’ Booth Space and Four Complimentary Registrations
• Black and White 1/4 page ad in 3 Issues of CCTA Journal*
• Listed (Name, phone, address, link) on website*
• Complimentary Insert in Attendee Packet (550 copies delivered by Jan.1)
• Complementary outside equipment space
•  5-minute ad running in Great Room During Registration

Corporate Platinum Sponsor 
Includes all Platinum sponsor benefits with a multi-year commitment and special pricing.  Please contact 
CCTA for pricing prior to registration. 
 
•  One Sponsored Breakout Session 
• Color Full Page (6.75 x 10 inch, portrait) Ad in Conference Program*
• Complimentary 8’x16’ Booth Space and Four Complimentary Registrations
• Black and White 1/4 page ad in 3 Issues of CCTA Journal*
• Listed (Name, phone, address, link) on website*
• Complimentary Insert in Attendee Packet (550 copies delivered by Jan.1)
• Complementary outside equipment space
•  5-minute ad running in Great Room During Registration

2018 High Plains No-Till Conference Sponsorship Levels



2018 High Plains No-Till Conference Sponsor Registration 

Company:_________________________________________________________________________________

Registering Person Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Company Mailing Address: ______________________City  ________________ State ___  Zip _______

Phone   ___________________   Fax (______) _______________________

Local Contact Person (if different from above): ___________________________________________________  

Local Contact Person Phone: _________________________________________________________________

Local Contact Person Email: __________________________________________________________________

Local Contact Person Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________
Company Website:_______________________________________________________
Check one:
____ Basic Sponsor: $300 (no booth)
____ Bronze Booth Sponsor $550 
____ Silver Booth Sponsor $1000
____ Gold Booth Sponsor $2000
____ Platinum Booth Sponsor $4000
____ Corporate Platinum Sponsor - Contact CCTA for details 

Please submit BOTH the ad for conference program and ad for CCTA Journal to  
Coordinator@HighPlainsNoTill.com before December 1st for inclusion in conference program and Journal. 

Mail completed form and payment to:  
CCTA 

c/o Joni Mitchek 
23929 County Road 16  
Kit Carson, CO 80825.

CCTA will be hosting summer educational events focused on the application of no-till and conservation  
farming ideas presented at the past few conferences. To bring members the best opportunities to see practices 
on real farms we will be announcing educational events via our website, www.highplainsnotill.com, email and 
social media pages. Be sure to follow us on Twitter @CCTA and Facebook at Colorado Conservation Tillage  
Association to see the latest activities. Focus areas this summer may include alternative crop rotations, grazing  
opportunities, and irrigated no-till. If you are interested in hosting a field tour, please contact one of the board 
members or email: coordinator@highplainsnotill.com. 

2018 CCTA Summer Educational Events

Remaining space is limited. Please contact Joni Mitchek at coordinator@highplainsnotill.com to confirm 
availability prior to sending payment.



2017 Fall

The Journal is published by the Colorado 
Conservation Tillage Association three times 

per year.
 

Issue # 2017.3

23929 County Road 16, Kit Carson, CO 80825

30th Annual High Plains No-Till Conference

February 6-7, 2018 
Burlington Community Center

Burlington, CO

CCTA is a non-profit organization serving all the States in the High Plains Region. It is a resource of experienced farmers working with industry, University and 
agricultural agency personnel whose goal is to spread research and on-farm gained information about conservation farming practices.

Emphasis on application of topics in the High Plains region. 
For more information visit www.HighPlainsNoTill.com

$130 Early Bird Registration Ends Jan. 15, 2018
Save $50 and register today!

Featuring Keynote Speakers

Christine Jones
&

Nathan Haile

More than 50 Sessions Focused on:

General No-Till
Technology

Farm Business
Soil Health
And more!


