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 Recently I went through my yearly health exam.  This 
got me to thinking about our soils. We spend hours in a tractor, 
sprayer, on an ATV going over our soil, but how much time do 
we spend checking on how our soil is functioning? Just like 
getting a check-up from your doctor to see that you are in good 
health, maybe it’s time to do the same for your soil.  Soil health is 
important because all our profit starts with our soil!  The healthier 
your soil is, the more resilient crops will be though both the dry 
and wet times. Checking on soil health is relatively easy to do, 
and most of the tools used are relatively inexpensive.  The biggest 
investment is time, but taking the time to better understand how 
your soil is functioning can yield big results at harvest.
 The first tool you can use is a soil probe (if you don’t have 
a probe use a steel rod).  Push the rod into the soil.  Does the 
rod go easily into the soil or do you have to push hard? Are there 
certain areas as you push the rod in that you feel resistance? If you 
feel resistance it can mean two things- a dry soil or compaction 
layers. If you assume it’s compaction (usually within the top 
two feet of soil), get a shovel and dig down to see if there is a 
compacted layer.  If there is, you might need to use a deep tillage 
tool or a taprooted plant to break through this layer. If we do not 
get through these hardpan layers, water is more likely to run off 
a field instead of soaking in and being stored in the profile.  Also, 
the hardpan layers restrict root growth and the crops will be 
unable to access moisture deeper within the profile.
 The second tool you can use is a six-inch diameter piece 
of pipe to do a water infiltration test. This pipe will be driven in 
the ground.  Then you fill it up with water and time how long 
it takes the water to infiltrate the ground. The faster the water 
disappears, the better your land can hold on to water. This is 
important to know because when we get heavy, fast rains we 
need our land to be in shape to take the moisture. Basically, it 
shows how much pore space there is and how able your soil is 

to store rain instead of washing off and causing erosion.  If 
you contact your local NRCS office they can help you do an 
infiltration test on your land.
 The third tool is to use a soil test, which can tell 
you about available nutrients within the soil. This gives 
you a clue as to what nutrients are lacking and what you 
might need to add with extra fertilizer to correct any 
deficiencies. A soil test helps you to use only the nutrients 
that you need, thus saving you money by not over applying 
fertility.  There are also biological tests out there such as the 
Haney soil test that show the benefits you are getting from 
the microbiology in the soil.  The biological test is a good 
compliment to a traditional test to show “extra” nutrients 
that might not show up on a traditional test. 
 Another thing you might look for when accessing 
your soil would be the amount of residue over the soil. As 
we have found so far this spring, the winds are blowing!  We 
need as much residue as possible to protect the soil surface 
and keep our soil anchored.  A crop growing in good residue 
keeps the soil from blowing away.  Remember, soil loss the 
thickness of a dime is 5 tons of soil loss, so it does pay to 
keep your soil protected and the nutrients and topsoil on 
your land!  
 We all are working hard to improve our soils so that 
they can produce the best they can. I am always looking to 
improve the water holding capacity of our soil and residue 
cover on our own farm.  The best way to do this is to put 
boots on the ground and a spade in the soil. I hope that 
everyone takes time to check their soil this year and has a 
happy and safe spring planting season!    

Michael Thompson 
CCTA President



2

Meet CCTA’s New Board Members

Cory Gilbert - Burlington, CO

Cory Gilbert was raised on a family farm and cattle feeding operation in 
Eastern Colorado.  As a graduate of Colorado State University, Cory’s passion 
for agriculture brought him back to Burlington.  With a desire to be involved 
with operations on the leading edge of ag production, Cory started his 
business, On Target Ag Solutions.  The technology focused agronomy business 
provides consulting to area producers seeking to use technology to enhance 
their operations.  The primary goal of the business is to create agronomic 
solutions to be used in conjunction with on farm technology as a means of 
increasing profitability and sustainability for customers.  Cory continues to be 
involved in the family farming operation, which allows him to keep a farmer’s 
perspective on all of facets of his company and provide the operation with 
the same benefits that the company’s client base experiences.  In his free 
time, Cory enjoys spending time with his wife, and fellow CSU Ram, Christa 
and their son, Cooper.  

Patrick Einspahr - Seibert, CO

Patrick Einspahr farms and ranches near Seibert, CO on the eastern plains 
of Colorado. He has been involved in agriculture his whole life and currently 
farms with his father-in-law, Curtis Sayles (CSF Farms). They are a dryland and 
no-till farm, where they raise a wide variety of cash crops and passionately 
integrate cover crops. They’ve recently integrated livestock, primarily cattle, 
into their cropping system which is largely what made it possible for Patrick 
and his family to come back and remain on the farm. Patrick is looking forward 
to expanding the cattle operation into the cropping rotations as they’ve seen 
noticeable improvements in their soil health as a result. He also feels this 
is one of the best ways to improve the ground and ensure the resource is 
available for future generations. 

There are many complexities and challenges in a regenerative farming system, 
especially in eastern Colorado, but Patrick insists that if we are willing work 
through those intricacies, we will have a profitable and resilient farms. He 
feels very privileged to serve on the CCTA board and looks forward to meeting 
new people with a common mindset. He is also excited about the learning 
opportunities brought forth by serving on the board.

Patrick, with his wife Morgan, have two children, Ainsley (4) and Otto (2), 
and are expecting their third child in 2018. He is also an active member of his 
community and sits on the Hi-Plains School Accountability Committee and is 
a trustee at his church.

In this issue...

President’s Message (pg. 1)
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By Becky Ravenkamp (pg. 4)
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Conference Review (pg. 6-7)

Sponsor Recognition (pg. 8-9)

Drought Workshop (pg. 10)

Booth Reservation (pg. 11)

Upcoming Events (pg. 12)

2018 Keynote Speaker  
Dr. Christine Jones
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Jonathan David - Venango, NE

Jonathan David of Venango, Nebraska didn’t grow up 
farming. Being homeschooled, the only interaction he 
had with agriculture was through friends that lived on 
farms and his mom’s huge garden. He began working 
for local farmers as a teenager, including a small market 
gardener during the growing and harvest season. During 
this time, he also had a small herd of meat goats, and he 
began to realize that the way he had learned to garden, 
farm, and graze was missing something.

The finely tilled garden needed a lot of water, weeding, 
and pest management. Farmed ground was depleted 
and needed fertilizer and irrigation to do anything. 
Pastures were eaten to the ground and had low carrying 
capacities, and the goats needed heavy deworming 
and tons of hay every winter. All of this was normal 
to everyone, but Jonathan didn’t like it. He began 
researching no-till and rotational grazing, which led him 
to YouTube videos by Gabe Brown and Ray Archuleta 
that set him on fire.

While on this new information rampage, Jonathan found 
an ad looking for someone to run cattle on crop ground 
planted to cover crops. Excited about the opportunity to 
implement what he was learning about, he applied and 

was hired to work for Steve Tucker. They are currently 
trying to integrate cover crop grazing into the system, 
and Jonathan believes that constant experimentation 
and learning from others is essential to finding what will 
work on their farm.

Tucker Farms also raises a wide variety of crops on 
almost 4,000 acres of dryland, including peas and 
garbanzos that they grow for seed and sell through 
their Agriforce Seed business. In addition, they make 
cover crop mixes for locals, raise a few hogs and broiler 
chickens for meat, supply eggs locally, and make their 
own feed from grains. They have also started growing a 
small market garden, which Jonathan admits has been 
a challenge, but will hopefully allow greater marketing 
opportunities in the future. He has also purchased 
some hair sheep to add to the system for more grazing 
diversity and, hopefully, profit.

As a CCTA board member, Jonathan hopes to help 
the organization continue providing education about 
cropping and grazing practices that promote soil and 
animal health and lead to greater profits and better 
human health.
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CCTA Provides Valuable Networking Opportunities

As I attended the High Plains No-Till Conference this 
year I was struck by the sense of comradery between 
members. Probably because for me it was the end of 
employment as I have moved out of state and I was 
having a hard time saying goodbye. Networking and 
positive reinforcement comments have always shown up 
on conference evaluations. I even had a member tell me 
once he was there just for the networking! Sometimes 
I think the conference is as much about no-till farmers’ 
mental health as it is about farming practices. 

People who are at the same level of no-till practice and 
mentality as you may be many miles away, sometimes 
states away! Though Twitter and Facebook have given 
us ways to stay in contact with like-minded producers 
on a daily basis, it is not the same as being together in 
person. 

The conference only happens once a year, but as 
an employee I was able to listen and participate in 
conversations with your board members before and 
after every CCTA board meeting that helped keep my 
enthusiasm up. When my husband, Scott, first got on 
the CCTA board he would get home from meetings 
after midnight and be invigorated the next day simply 
because he had great conversations with other board 
members the night before.

Besides mental health support, being part of the CCTA 
board literally led me and Scott to where we are today. 
When we decided to move from Colorado we had no 
idea where we were going. It was a contact I had made 
through CCTA that led us to NE Nebraska. 

I don’t expect being involved as a board member or 
employee of CCTA will change everyone’s life to the 
point it did ours, but I do know that our network of 
people made everyday farm challenges a little easier. 
We met others that were farming the same way we 
were, people who were also considering some “crazy” 
ideas, and through it all we had sounding boards and 
positive reinforcement for our thought processes.  

If you attended the 2018 High Plains No-Till Conference 
you experienced a great education and networking 
event. I hope you had your spirit filled as you enter 
into spring work. I know I did! 

I’ve enjoyed serving as your coordinator and wish all of 
you success in your operations! Consider filling future 
board vacancies as a way to give to this organization 
and to expand your no-till network. Yes there is a 
time commitment, but you never know where your 
involvement will take you! 

Becky Ravenkamp

“Besides mental health support, being 
part of the CCTA board literally led me 

and Scott to where we are today.”

-Becky Ravenkamp

www.WagnerEquipment.com

call: 1-877-654-1237

Colorado   New Mexico   Far West Texas
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2018 CCTA Scholarship Recipient

Know a good candidate for the  
CCTA Scholarship? Find more  

information online at:
  

www.HighPlainsNoTill.com

The Colorado Conservation Tillage Association is proud to name Collin 
Thompson of Eustis, Nebraska, as the recipient of the 2018 CCTA 
Scholarship.

Collin grew up on a small farm/ranch near Eustis, NE. From a very 
young age, he began helping his family on their farming and ranching 
operation, and still enjoys being involved in the agriculture industry 
today. In the future, Collin would like to work within his family’s 
business, and he believes it is important to use management practices 
that are going to be the best for the future of the industry, as well 
as producers. Eventually, Collin would like to expand his family’s 
operation while remaining involved in organizations such as the 
Nebraska Cattlemen and Nebraska Farm Bureau. 

As a current student at the University of Nebraska – Lincoln, Collin is 
pursuing a major in Ag Economics. He is an active member of the Alpha 
Gamma Rho Fraternity, UNL Crop Judging Team, Agronomy Club, and 
Collegiate Farm Bureau. In addition, he is involved with the Agriculture 
Futures of America, Cornhusker Food Connection, and Dawson County/
Nebraska Cattlemen Association. Collin also serves in a leadership 
role for the Nebraska Agricultural Youth Council, a group of college 

students who have a passion for educating others about the agriculture industry. Through this organization, 
Collin helps develop the schedule of speakers and topics for a 5 day summer program for high school juniors and 
seniors that focuses on agriculture and careers available in the industry. He also assists with other youth events, 
including urban youth farm tours, elementary school visits, State FFA Convention, and the Nebraska State Fair. 
Collin served as an agronomist intern with Land O’Lakes/Winfield United over the past summer.

Collin Thompson - Eustis, Nebraska

The Colorado Conservation Tillage Association is honored to support Collin 
as he continues his educational career. He has  received a $1,000 scholarship 
funded by CCTA and donations from members.
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  30th Annual
High Plains No-Till 
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Thank you to our 2018 Sponsors!

Conference sponsors enable CCTA to provide outstanding speakers at the conference. Please 
make sure you thank them for making the conference possible!

Corporate Sponsors
HPC National Sunflower Association

Red River Commodities

Basic Sponsors
Cheyenne Conservation District

DuPont Crop Protection
Flagler Cooperative Association

Premier Farm Credit, ACA
Rabo AgriFinance, LLC

Seibert Equity COOP Association
Wray State Bank

Breakout Session Sponsors
Central Life Sciences

Green Cover Seed
HPC National Suflower Association

Red River Commodities

Silver Sponsors
AgEnsure 

Arrow Seed Co Inc.
BASF

Central Life Sciences
Channel

Eastern Sky, Inc.
Exapta Solutions

Farm Credit of Southern Colorado
Frontier Ag, Inc.

Golden Harvest Seeds
Gordon Insurance Agency, Inc.

Hawkins Ag
Hilltop Planting Solutions

NACHURS
On Target Ag Solutions

Pawnee Buttes Seed, Inc.
Pinnacle Ag

Rocky Mountain Farmers Union
Simplot

Gold Sponsors
Ag Power

DuPont Pioneer
Green Cover Seed

Shelbourne Reynolds
Wagner Equipment Co.
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21st Century
ADM/Northern Sun

Agrian
American Agricultural Laboratory

Brothers Equipment, Inc.
Colorado Corn

Coloradoland Tire and Service
District 3 Farm Bureau

EGE Products
Farm & Ranch Realty, Inc.

Farmer’s Business Network
Front Range Kubota

Fye Consulting
Godsey Precision Ag LLC
Grain Conditioning, Inc.

Thank you to our 2018 Sponsors!

Heinrichs Harvesting Company
JD Skiles

Kugler Company
Lewton Ag/Nitro Sprayers of CO

Livingston Ag
LP Gas & Service
Mycogen Seeds
Premier Tillage

Rob-See-Co
Rosen’s

Simpson Farm Enterprises
Sorghum Partners

Sure Crop 
Woofter Construction & Irrigation

Bronze Sponsors

Conference sponsors enable CCTA to provide outstanding speakers at the conference. Please 
make sure you thank them for making the conference possible!
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“Energy is 
Money, Money 
is Energy, Time 
is Money, and 
Water is 
Money.” 

- Ian Mitchell Innes

INFORMATION LINKS ABOUT IAN:
http://www.ianmitchell-innes.com/

https://holisticmanagement.org/certified- 
educators/ian-mitchell-innes/

http://twitter.com/mob_grazing?lang=en

DATES:        May 17-18, 2018

LOCATION: Minnick Building, Baca County 
       Fairgrounds, Springfield, CO

COST:          Early Registration $50/person 
       per day ($100 per person for 
       both days)

For further information or directions, contact:
       Storm Casper - 719-529-4575 
                                  cattle123@live.com

Ian Mitchell-Innes 
Drought Workshop

Colorado Conservation Tillage Association will be sponsoring a 2 day grazing and 
drought management workshop on May 17th-18th. Ian Mitchell-Innes has been 
practicing Holistic Management for over 20 years on his ranch in South Africa. He 
has made mistakes and wishes to share with ranchers and farmers how to avoid 
these costly errors. He teaches farmers and ranchers how to FEED the whole - 
Grass, Animal, Soil Surface, and Sub Soil, by using animals at High and Ultra High 
Stock Density. Dale Strickler with Green Cover Seeds and Greg Scott will also be  
featured speakers at the event.

You will learn how to:

• Get started (simplified grazing planning, filling in the grazing chart)
• Maintain and improve animal performance
• Reduce inputs
• Reduce the effects of drought
• Reduce the effects of floods
• Grow more grass
• Grow better grass to capture more energy
• Produce more pounds of beef per acre
• Plan and improve profits
• Add value to cover crops with the inclusion of animals

Early Registration is due by May 10th and is available at www.HighPlainsNoTill.com. 
Late Registration and Walk-ins will be $75 per person each day.  

Lunch and snacks will be provided. 

Come join us for a great opportunity to improve your bottom line!
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Please contact Joni Mitchek with further questions at:
coordinator@highplainsnotill.com or 1-833-4No-Till.

 
2019 High Plains No-Till Conference 

February 5-6, 2019 
Booth Reservation Form 

 
 

If you are interested in participating as a sponsor at the 2019 High Plains No-Till Conference, 
please fill out this form and return to Joni Mitchek at coordinator@highplainsnotill.com or 
23929 County Road 16, Kit Carson, CO 80825.  
 
This form is only to reserve a space at the trade show for 2019. We will not be accepting 
payments at this time. You will be contacted beginning in August to finalize your sponsorship 
and be invoiced accordingly. Sponsors who reserve a spot prior to August will have first choice 
for booth locations. 
 
 
Business: __________________________________ 
 
Contact Person: _____________________________ Phone: _______________________ 
 
Mailing Address: _____________________________ Email: _______________________ 
 
       _____________________________ 
 
 
Please check all that apply: 
 
 __ I am interested in a single 8’x8’ booth space. 
 
 __ I am interested in a double booth space (8’x16’) 
 
 __ I am interested in an outdoor display area. 
  
 __ I am interested in conducting a sponsored breakout session 
 
 
 
Other Notes: 
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2018 Spring Issue

The Journal is published by the Colorado 
Conservation Tillage Association three times 

per year.
 

Issue # 2018.2

23929 County Road 16, Kit Carson, CO 80825

Emphasis on application of topics in the High Plains region. 
For more information visit www.HighPlainsNoTill.com

CCTA is a non-profit organization serving all the states in the High Plains Region. It is a resource of experienced farmers working with industry, 
University, and agricultural agency personnel whose goal is to spread research and on-farm gained information about conservation farming 

practices.

Don’t miss these 
upcoming educational 

opportunities!

Ian Mitchell-Innes Drought Workshop
Minnick Building, Baca County Fairgrounds
Springfield, CO

Featuring presentations from Ian Mitchell-Innes, Dale Strickler, 
and Greg Scott on drought-proofing your farm and ranch, adding 
value to cover crops, reducing the effects of drought, getting 
started with High and Ultra High Stock Density, and more!

May 17-18, 2018

Feb. 5-6, 2019

Save the Date!

31st Annual High Plains 
No-Till Conference
Burlington, CO

Featuring keynote speaker Colin 
Seis, a New South Wales farmer 
and pioneer of pasture cropping.


