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 “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” Many of us have heard this 
statement. I grew up thinking this was some long passed-down 
saying in our family it was used so much.  As it turns out, it can 
be attributed to being said by Bert Lance in the 1970s with roots 
coming from Texas in the 1930s.  It seems so easy to “go with the 
flow,” but if we accept the path of least resistance, are we really 
doing the best we can?  
 Growing up on a Western Kansas fallow wheat farm, we 
definitely embraced the “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it” mentality 
when we came to cropping rotation and profit potential.  We 
knew wheat and we knew how to work the soil.  We had erosion, 
but that wasn’t a factor we just worked the ditches down and 
checked the fields so they wouldn’t blow when it was dry.  The 
diesel bill was high, but we had to have diesel to prepare the 
ground for the wheat crop. Wheat wasn’t worth much so we had 
to grow as much yield as possible to pay the bills.  We got by and 
were very resistant to change.  
 In the 1990’s our farm started planting corn to feed our 
growing amount of pigs on the farm. The corn needed more 
moisture, so we left the stubble and started planting into wheat 
stubble. We saw the benefits of the groundcover from no-till, but 
still had our hoe drills, so we would work the ground after corn 
and go to wheat.  After 10 years of rotational no-till we got a no-
till drill and went completely no-till.  However, we still had the soil 
erosion issues in wet weather and still had the times during dry 
weather when crops burnt up. 
 As a farm we needed more understanding why we were 
not successful so we started attending conferences and meetings 
to learn about the soil. We knew something needed to change, 
that is when we started using cover crops and rotational grazing.  
We were able to keep more cover over our soil and keep our 
animals fed.  We also were able to rest the pastures and turn 
what would have been fallow expense into a grazing crop that 

showed profit and soil improvement!  Since then we have 
planted different crops for both cash and grazing that have 
benefited the soil with no set crop rotation.
 One of the conferences I first attended was a 
field day put on by CCTA and then the High Plains No-Till 
annual conference.  The things I learned started to explain 
why I was dealing with issues on my farm and what to do 
to improve.  I also met a lot of great farmers from across 
the region who have become friends and a great support 
system to ask questions to and share successes with!  I am 
convinced that without the information I learned from the 
conference and from the people I met, our farm would not 
have been able to accommodate the return of my brother 
and myself.  My Dad would have been the last to farm.
 In industry and the business world it is common 
practice to evaluate new technology and innovation and 
see how it can benefit an operation and make it more 
profitable.  This year looks to be an amazing the lineup 
for High Plains No Till conference.  Grazing, precision ag 
technology, application of soil testing/grid sampling, direct 
marketing/exploring different revenue streams on the 
farm, improving soil health, along with the trade show 
showcasing the newest technology, seed, equipment, and 
other labor-saving devices for the farm.  I promise there will 
be something for everyone!  Please mark your calendars for 
February 4-5, 2020 in Burlington, Colorado. Save $50 now 
by registering before January 15th!  
 No doubt about it 2019 has been an interesting 
year full of challenges, but have a safe harvest this fall and 
get registered for the HPNT conference!  Can’t wait to see 
you all there!

- Michael Thompson, CCTA President

Jonathan David, Venango, Nebraska
jdgrowit@gmail.com
308-920-0770

Patrick Einspahr, Seibert, Colorado
einspahrcattle@plainstel.com
719-349-0560

Cory Gilbert, Burlington, Colorado
cory@ontargetag.tech
719-342-0047

Patrick Hume, Springfield, Colorado
phume81@gmail.com
970-219-0606
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Soil Health Field Day in Almena, KS
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 On September 10, 2019, farmers from across the High Plains 
gathered at the Community Center in Almena, KS for a soil health field 
day hosted by CCTA President Michael Thompson.
 The event focused primarily on how soil health principles can 
be applied successfully in the High Plains by helping producers to 
decrease expenses and increase profits. Activities for the day were 
comprised of producer presentations, NRCS demonstrations, and a visit 
to Thompson Farms. Guest speakers included Brice Custer (Hays, KS) 
discussing the economics of his farm with cover cropping and his  crop 
rotation, Jake Miller (Culbertson, NE) presenting information on cover 
crop grazing management and the economics of his 365 day grazing 
program, and Michael Thompson (Almena, KS) providing background 
on the management practices of his farm during the field and soil pit 
visit.
 Additionally, James Molzahn and Candy Thomas with NRCS 
prepared a rainfall simulator, wind erosion demonstration, slake test, 
and in-field soil demonstration for those in attendance.
 Sponsors for the event included No-Till on the Plains, the 
Colorado Conservation Tillage Association, The Nature Conservancy, 
Kansas Watershed and Restoration and Protection Strategy Program, 
Norton County Conservation District, Kansas Department of Agriculture, 
Kansas Rural Center. Support was also given by Farmer’s Business 
Network, General Mills, and Green Cover Seed.
 If you would like to be involved in hosting a future field day, 
please contact CCTA at coordinator@highplainsnotill.com.
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2020 Conference Keynote Speakers

 David is a molecular 
biologist conducting research 
for the Institute for Sustainable 
Agricultural Research at New 
Mexico State University. He 
also facilitates pilot project 
development and student 
research in fields ranging from: 
biogas generation, regional 
mine closures, advance 

oxidation processes for super-fund sites, water 
desalination processes of reverse-osmosis and electro-
dialysis reversal and bio-fuel and algae production.  
 David works with local growers, Los Alamos 
and Sandia National Laboratories, Texas A&M, Arizona 
State University, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, and the Thornburg Foundation exploring 
paths to improve food security, reduce atmospheric 
carbon dioxide concentrations, and increase farm and 
rangeland productivity through the development of 
beneficial soil microbial communities.  
 David’s research, in soil microbial community 
structure and function, has opened a window for 
viewing the interdependence between plants and 
soil microbes. Optimization of these plant-microbe 
associations promotes: restoration of soil fertility, 
improved growth of crops, increased plant water 
use efficiencies, soil carbon storage capabilities, and 
soil microbial carbon-use efficiencies. These benefits 
provide a path to significantly reduce greenhouse 
gases while promoting market development of a new 
and profitable agricultural commodity (soil carbon) 
for growers within a sustainable and regenerative 
agricultural system.

Dr. David Johnson Willie Durham
   Through USDA-NRCS, Willie 
Durham is a Soil Health 
Specialist for Texas and 
Oklahoma, a position he has 
held for more than 4 years. 
He also served as a State 
Conservation Agronomist in 
Temple, TX from 2008-2015. In 
this position, Willie provided 
statewide leadership in 

cropland, pastureland, and hayland with an emphasis 
on conservation planning and application in relation 
to agronomic discipline and soil health resource 
concerns. 
 Willie studied at Texas A&M University where 
he received a Bachelor’s Degree in Entomology and a 
Master’s Degree in Agricultural Chemistry.

TM, ®, SM Trademarks and service marks of Dow AgroSciences, DuPont or Pioneer, and 
their affi liated companies or their respective owners.  © 2018 PHII.   18D-2599

February 4-5, 2020

32nd Annual  
High Plains No-Till Conference

Community & Education Center
Burlington, CO

Choose from more than 45 educational 
sessions focused on soil health, no-till, 
regenerative grazing, marketing, farm 

business, ag technology, and more!
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2020 Conference Keynote Speakers (Continued)

  Jerry and his wife Renae 
operate Black Leg Ranch along 
with their sons Jeremy, Jay, and 
Jayce Doan. Their daughter 
Shanda is also involved. The 
ranch was homesteaded in 1882 
by Jerry’s Great Grandfather in 
what was then Dakota Territory.
  They use Holistic 
Management to operate their 

ranch regenerating the natural resources and allowing 
wildlife to flourish. They have made huge strides in 
improving the soil health of their cropland and native 
rangeland while improving the bottom line and quality 
of life for their family. 
 They operate Rolling Plains Adventures, a full 
service, hunting operation and Black Leg Events, an 
Agri-Tourism operation on the ranch. These ventures 
have allowed them to spread a positive message about 
agriculture to thousands of consumers, including 
people from all 50 states and 40 foreign countries.
 The ranch is a living classroom for many soil 

health and grazing tours as well as University students 
and others wanting to learn from across the globe.
Jerry is currently Vice chairman of the N.D. Grazing lands 
Coalition and a mentor. He is also Governor appointed 
and Vice Chairman of the N.D. Natural Resources Trust 
board. Jerry is past chairman of the N.D. Ag Coalition, 
past chairman of the N.D. Beef Commission, past 
chairman of the N.D. State Board of Ag Research and 
education, past chairman of Rural Leadership N.D., and 
a past board member of the N.D. Stockmen’s Ass. and 
the National Livestock and Meat Board. He has been a 
4-H leader for four decades.
 He has been awarded the Burleigh County Soil 
Health Award, the N.D. NRCS Award, the N.D. Inaugural 
Leopold Award, and the National Environmental 
Stewardship Award. Jerry has also been awarded as 
one of the top 100 fresh prospectives in the nation by 
Farm Credit Services, The Harvest Bowl Agri- Business 
Award by N.D.S.U., The RLND Leadership Award, and 
was awarded the National Outstanding Young Farmer 
Award. He has been very active in Ag groups and has 
lobbied both on a state and national level as a strong 
advocate for Agriculture.

Jerry Doan



5

2020 High Plains No-Till Conference Registration

Registration fee is the same for attending one or both days (except students).
Registrations accepted at the door - cash, check, or credit cards.

Registrations are non-refundable and non-transferable.

Early Bird Registration.................. $130
Registration after 1/15................. $180
Students (per day)........................ $ 25

The following mailing address will be used to mail the CCTA Journal.

Business/Organization/Farm ____________________________________________
Mailing Address ______________________________________________________
City _____________________________________ State ________ Zip___________
Phone: (   ) _________- ____________ E-Mail: ______________________________
Please send CCTA Journal: ___ Electronic ___ Postal Hard Copy

Name: 1 _____________________________________________________________
 Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before
 Check one: __ Attendee -- $130 ($180 after January 15)

__ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues ___ Wed

Name: 2 _____________________________________________________________
 Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before
 Check one: __ Attendee -- $130 ($180 after January 15)
         __ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues ___ Wed

Name: 3 _____________________________________________________________
 Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before
 Check one: __ Attendee -- $130 ($180 after January 15)
                     __ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues ___ Wed
 
Name: 4 _____________________________________________________________
 Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before
 Check one: __ Attendee -- $130 ($180 after January 15)
                      __ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues ___ Wed

Name: 5 _____________________________________________________________
 Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before
 Check one: __ Attendee -- $130 ($180 after January 15)
                     __ Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: ___ Tues ___ Wed

Please make check out to CCTA and mail with registration to:
CCTA

23929 County Road 16
Kit Carson, CO 80825

Register online at: 
www.HighPlainsNoTill.com
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A.J. Worden
No-Till Producer - Burlington, CO

Bill Korbelik
Top End Alliance Meat - Burlington, CO

Nicole Hornung
Stratton Equity Cooperative - Stratton, CO

Brian Warren
National Weather Service - Goodland, KS

Max Neumeyer
Director of Policy - Mad Agriculture

Jason Schley 
Next Level Ag - Beadle County, SD

Jerry Doan
Black Leg Ranch - Sterling, ND

Willie Durham
NRCS Texas

David Johnson
New Mexico State University

Cory Gilbert
On Target Ag Solutions - Burlington, CO

Brian Alexander
Alexander Ranch - Sun City, KS 

John Niswonger
No-Till Producer - KS

Mark Lohrding
Lohrding 3-Bar Ranch - Coldwater, KS

Ben Cramer
No-Till Producer - Healy, KS

Wade Hollowell
No-Till Producer - Hugo, CO

Mary Jo Irmen
Farm Finance Consultant - Farming without the Bank

Nick Vos
No-Till Producer - Hugoton, KS

Stephanie & Felicia Ohnmacht
Whiskey Sisters Supply - Burlington, CO

2020 Breakout Speaker Preview
We have a great lineup of speakers for the 2020 High Plains No-Till Conference!

Be sure to check out their session summaries in the next issue of the CCTA Journal. 

 

      
 
 
     Quality Storage Solutions, LLC 
                3900 W. Hwy 34 
                Yuma, CO  80759 
                  970-848-3846 

      

Sukup Manufacturing Co. 
www.sukup.com

Quality Storage Solutions, LLC
3900 W. Hwy 34
Yuma, CO 80759

970-848-3846

 

      
 
 
     Quality Storage Solutions, LLC 
                3900 W. Hwy 34 
                Yuma, CO  80759 
                  970-848-3846 

      

Thinking about a new bin 
or drying system?

Don’t wait any longer. The 
farmers who get top dollar 
for their crop are the ones 

with on-farm storage.

Give your local Sukup Bin Dealer a call today!

Soil Health in the High Plains
Specialty Crops

Marketing Your Grain
Farming Without the Bank

Cover Crops & Grazing Producer Panel
Weather Outlook

Composting
Ag Technology

Regenerative Grazing
Fertility Management

Colorado Healthy Soils Program
Management Tools for Profitability

Holistic Management
Value-Added Marketing

And More!

Topics Include:
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www.WagnerEquipment.com

call: 1-877-654-1237

Colorado   New Mexico   Far West Texas

 On November 7-8, 2019, the Lower Arkansas Valley Water Conservancy District and the Ditch and 
Reservoir Company Alliance will be hosting the first annual “Opportunity in the Ark Valley,” an event focused 
on water quality and soil health in the Arkansas River Valley.  The mini-conference will feature local and 
regional speakers and be held at the Colorado Parks and Wildlife office in Lamar, CO.
 The first day of the event will be organized by the Ditch and Reservoir Company Alliance and include 
presentations such as “Protecting Your Water Without a Lawyer,” “Accounting for Your Water,” and “Farm Bill 
and Program Updates.” The day will also feature a tour of the John Martin Reservoir.
 On November 8, the Arkansas Valley Water Conservancy District will bring in a variety of speakers, 
including Storm Casper, Dan Forgey, Del Ficke, Steve Wooten, Cindy Lair, and several more. Content for the 
day will focus on topics such as “Regulation 85’s Potential Impact on Water and Soil,” “Regenerative Ag in 
Baca County,” “Soil Health from a Bird’s Eye View,” and “Grazing as a Major Piece to the Soil Health Puzzle.” 
 Attendance forms, sponsorship information, and a complete schedule are available by emailing 
or calling Amber Weber at arkvalleywps@gmail.com or 719-688-9941. Due to limited space for the John 
Martin Reservoir Tour, RSVPs are requested by November 1. Additional information can also be found at  
www.darca.org and www.coloradosoilhealth.org. 

Upcoming Soil Health Event Scheduled for Nov. 7-8
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Please contact Joni Mitchek with further questions at:
coordinator@highplainsnotill.com or 1-833-4No-Till.

Conference Sponsor $300 
• Black and White Business Card Size (2x3 inch landscape) Ad in Conference Program
• One Complimentary Registration
• Listed (Name, phone, address, link) on Website

Bronze Booth Sponsor $550 
• 8’x8’ Booth with Two Complimentary Registrations
• Listed (Name, phone, address, link) on Website

Silver Booth Sponsor $1000 
• Black and White 1/4 Page (3x5 inch portrait) Ad in Conference Program 
• Complimentary 8’x8’ Booth with Two Complimentary Registrations 
• Business Card size Ad in Winter Issue of CCTA Journal
• Listed (Name, phone, address, link) on Website  
•  Complimentary Insert in Attendee Packet (400 copies delivered by Jan.1)

Gold Booth Sponsor $2000 
• Color 1/2 Page (6.75 x 5 inch landscape) Ad in Conference Program
• Complimentary 8’x16’ Booth Space Booth Space and Three Complimentary Registrations
• Business Card size Ad in 3 Issues of CCTA Journal
• Listed (Name, phone, address, link) on Website
• Complimentary Insert in Attendee Packet (400 copies delivered by Jan.1)

Platinum Booth Sponsor $4000 
• One Sponsored Breakout Session 
• Color Full Page (6.75 x 10 inch, portrait) Ad in Conference Program
• Complimentary 8’x16’ Booth Space and Four Complimentary Registrations
• Black and White 1/4 page ad in 3 Issues of CCTA Journal
• Listed (Name, phone, address, link) on Website
• Complimentary Insert in Attendee Packet (400 copies delivered by Jan.1)
• Complementary Outdoor Equipment Space
•  5-minute ad running in Great Room During Registration

Corporate Platinum Sponsor 
Includes all Platinum sponsor benefits with a multi-year commitment and special pricing.  Please 
contact CCTA  for pricing prior to registration. 

Please contact CCTA if you would like to be a sponsor but do not wish to have a booth, or 
if you have other ideas for sponsorship.

Sponsorship Opportunities
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2020 High Plains No-Till Sponsor Registration

Company:_________________________________________________________________________________

Registering Person Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Company Mailing Address: ______________________City  ________________ State ___  Zip _______

Phone   ___________________   Fax (______) _______________________

Local Contact Person (if different from above): ___________________________________________________  

Local Contact Person Phone: _________________________________________________________________

Local Contact Person Email: __________________________________________________________________

Local Contact Person Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________

Company Website:_______________________________________________________

Please check one:
____ Sponsor - $300 (no booth)
____ Bronze Booth Sponsor - $550 
____ Silver Booth Sponsor - $1000
____ Gold Booth Sponsor - $2000
____ Platinum Booth Sponsor - $4000
____ Corporate Platinum Sponsor - Contact CCTA for details 

Additional Opportunities:
____ Outside Equipment Display - $250
____ Sponsored Breakout Session - $500  SOLD OUT
____ Conference Attendee Packet Insert - $80 (Must fit in attendee bags. 400 copies supplied by Jan. 1)

          Total: 

Please submit BOTH the ad for conference program and ad for CCTA Journal to  
Coordinator@HighPlainsNoTill.com before November 15th for inclusion in conference program and Journal. 

Mail completed form and payment to:  
CCTA 

c/o Joni Mitchek 
23929 County Road 16  
Kit Carson, CO 80825
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Stacey Masters
General Manager

Sharon Springs, Kansas Ruleton, Kansas

785-852-4203

Originator, Processor and Custom Packaging - all sizes

Farmer Inspired. Farmer Admired.

You know a technology is needed when farmers ask for it, help develop it, test it and join a team to launch 
it. CoAXium™ Wheat Production System combines a non-GMO herbicide tolerance trait with Aggressor™ 
herbicides to give you superior control of feral rye, jointed goatgrass, and downy brome, including Group 2 
(ALS) resistant grassy weeds. Get ready to enjoy clean rows, clean wheat and increased profi ts.

© 2018 Albaugh, LLC; CWRF and Limagrain Cereal Seeds, LLC. CoAXium™ and Cleaner Fields. Higher Yields™ are trademarks of Albaugh, LLC; CWRF and Limagrain Cereal Seeds, LLC. Driven by Aggressor™ Herbicides™ and Aggressor™ are trademarks of Albaugh, LLC. 
Refer to the Aggressor™ product label for complete directions and instructions. Aggressor™ EPA Reg. No. 42750-313 AD030118

C L E A N E R  F I E L D S .  H I G H E R  Y I E L D S . ™

Consistently Cleaner Fields.

For more information visit CoAXium.com

The CCTA Board of Directors is comprised of 8 farmers and 5 industry representatives. Board members are 
responsible for fiscal management of the association and the planning/content of educational events. It is a 
great opportunity to expand your no-till network and has led to other opportunities for past board members. 
The board convenes a few time each year in Burlington, CO, and by video conference when necessary. If you 
are interested in learning more about becoming a CCTA board member, please contact CCTA President, Michael 
Thompson, or one of the current board members for more information. 

To nominate yourself, or someone you think would be a great director, please submit the nomination form to 
coordinator@highplainsnotill.com or mail to CCTA at 23929 County Road 16, Kit Carson, CO 80825.

CCTA Board of Directors Nomination Form
Nominating Person Name (optional): ________________________________________________________
Nominating Person Phone (optional): ________________________________________________________
Person to be Nominated to the Board of Directors Name: ________________________________________
Address if known:  _______________________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________________________________
Brief summary of why this person is being nominated to the CCTA Board of Directors: ____________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Upcoming Board Vacancies

Due to term limits and retiring board members, there will be three board vacancies to be 
filled at the 2020 High Plains No-Till Conference.
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• Full time student returning as a sophomore, junior 
or senior attending a higher institution of learning 
OR a full-time student enrolled in a vocational 
(trade) school program in Colorado, Nebraska, 
Kansas, or Wyoming.

CCTA Scholarship Application

Directions: Please complete this application completely and accurately. Include all the required items listed 
below, and submit by December 1st.  Application available at www.HighPlainsNoTill.com. Scholarships may be 
submitted in electronic format to coordinator@highplainsnotill.com or by postal hard copy. No preference will 
be given to either format. Scholarship winners will be contacted mid-January. Winners will be invited to the 
CCTA conference in February to be recognized at the conference. There is no obligation to attend, but it is  
highly encouraged. 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
Home or Permanent Address:______________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________ State: ______ Zip: __________
Home Phone: _______________________________ School Phone: _______________________________
Name and address of hometown newspaper: __________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Higher Institute of Learning attending: _______________________________________________
Student Number: ________________________________________________________________________
Agriculture Scholarship or Financial Aid Department Mailing Address: ____________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Agriculture Major/Field of Training: __________________________________________________

Attach:
 · List of college leadership related activities and involvement
 · List of out-of-school agriculture and leadership related activities and involvement
 · List of honors and awards
 · Official and most current transcript
 · One-page essay explaining your 1) interest in agriculture, 2) knowledge of conservation tillage  
       practices, 3) future goals. 
 · One letter of recommendation
 · Headshot photo required

Release of Scholarship Information
I hereby authorize the release of the contents of this application and information concerning my academic 
standing while attending the higher institution, with an Agriculture Department, listed on this application to the 
donor or official representative of any award I may receive and/or the news media.

Signature of Applicant: _____________________________________________ Date: ________________
Printed Name: _____________________________________________________

Send completed application to: coordinator@HighPlainsNoTill.com  or 
Mail to: CCTA, c/o Joni Mitchek, 23929 County Road 16, Kit Carson, CO 80825

• Majoring/Training in Agriculture (equine and 
animal science excluded), Ag business, Horticulture, 
or Agronomy.

• Must be a Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas or  
Wyoming resident.

• Minimum GPA of 2.7.

Eligibility Requirements:
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2019 Fall Issue

The Journal is published by the Colorado 
Conservation Tillage Association three times 

per year.
 

Issue # 2019.3

23929 County Road 16, Kit Carson, CO 80825

Emphasis on application of topics in the High Plains region. 
For more information visit www.HighPlainsNoTill.com

CCTA is a non-profit organization serving all the states in the High Plains Region. It is a resource of experienced farmers working with industry, 
University, and agricultural agency personnel whose goal is to spread research and on-farm gained information about conservation farming 

practices.

Save $50 when  

you register before  

Jan. 15th!

February 4-5, 2020

32nd Annual  
High Plains No-Till 

Conference

Community & Education Center - Burlington, CO

• 45+ educational sessions 
conducted by experienced 
farmers, University personnel, 
and industry professionals.

• Expansive trade show featuring 
ag products and services.

• A great networking opportunity! 

• Lunch and snacks provided.

• Beer & Bull Social on Day 1!

2020 Keynotes

Dr. David Johnson

Jerry Doan

Willie Durham


