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CCTA Members,

Recently | was perusing the latest issue of Western Farmer
Stockman and was intrigued by an article labeled “Yield Im-
pacts of No-till Farming Depend on Location, Analysis Sug-
gests”. As a continuous crop no-tiller for 20 plus years, | was
curious how yield was impacted. Reading on | was surprised
to learn that researchers from the University of California,
Davis have discovered that simply switching to no-till may
have a negative impact on yields. However, they went on
to state that no-till combined with crop rotation and cover
crops could increase yields. | was surprised by several things
in this article.

First, | was surprised they were basing the analysis only on
yield. Yes, yield pays the bills, but cost reduction (through
increased efficiency, nutrient cycling, etc.) is equally im-
portant. As example, holding price constant, is a 20 bu/ac
wheat crop every year better than a 40 bu/ac wheat crop
every other year? For sure one gives up bragging rights at
the coffee shop.

Second, was “simply switching to no-till”. If you’ve read this
journal lately or have attended our conference in the last 5
years you long ago realized that no-till is simply a tool in the
system-based agriculture we’re practicing. No one | know
has just switched to no-till without adopting crop rotation
and more intensive cropping. Otherwise your short term
costs exceed your return.

Third, was that such a prestigious college is performing such
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a simplistic analysis of no-till after no-till has been success-
fully practiced in high moisture environments for decades.
| find it similar to looking back to see if the wheel was such
a good idea, then making the case that it really only works
if it’s round.

Finally, I'm continuously surprised by research that takes
place (not for free | might add) that takes a process that has
lots of farmer research to show its viable and picks some
simplistic analysis to prove its not. Cover crops are the lat-
est victim of this type of hack research.

| have nothing against UC, Davis. They’re a great school. It’s
just great schools all over this country are wasting precious
funds attempting to tell what we already know, or worse,
telling us that we don’t know what we know. I'm tired of
“not believing my lying eyes”.

The farming process is not a simple idea. The more informed
we get we are starting to understand how the components
of our system are intertwined. With the cost of inputs going
up and commodity prices currently going the other way, I'd
like research that increases the health of my soil, ultimately
reducing my dependence on said expenses.

So if you have a bone to pick with me on this rant, come to
our conference in February, let’s sit down during the beer
and bull session and let’s discuss this. See you then.

Curt Sayles
CCTA President
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As more producers become interested in and experiment with cover crops, specifically multi-species cover
crops, the topic of label restrictions has come up. If you are currently planting or are considering planting
multi-species cover crops the following article may be a good reminder of the practices you already adhere

to on your farm and how they apply to cover crops. The following article is reprinted with permission.

Label Restrictions for Crop Rotations
Craig Romary and Tim Creger (NDA), and Mike Kucera (NRCS)

Once a pesticide is used in a cropping system, the restrictions on the label must be followed for the origi-
nal crop it is used on, AND any succeeding crops, until all restrictions on that label have been met. One of
these is called the plant back restriction. Plant-back restrictions exist for two reasons:

1. To avoid carryover pesticide injury to the subsequent crop (such as with herbicides).
2. To protect humans and livestock from elevated levels of pesticide residues that a succeeding crop
may accumulate.

Because cover crops are re-emerging as an important practice for conserving soil, increasing soil water,

and improving soil health and function, one needs to be aware of these restrictions and include them in
the planning process. However, many of the plant species used in today’s cover crop mixtures may not be
specifically listed on the label to ensure establishment of the stand or the safety of the feed or forage. The
following points highlight scenarios that may affect what is planted for cover crops and how they are used.
Cover crops serve different purposes than forage crops although they may actually be the same species or
mixture. The crop’s end purpose - i.e., either cover or forage - affects plant-back and forage/harvest restric-
tions.

Cover crops are planted before or after harvest of the cash crop, where the cover crop WILL NOT be grazed
or harvested for forage: It is acceptable to plant cover crop species, as long as the pesticide label does not
specifically list plant-back restrictions for the cover crop species, or is silent on the cover crop species (not
listed on the label). Some pesticide labels will list crop groups rather than specific crop species.

Forage crops are planted before or after harvest of the cash crop, where the crop WILL BE utilized for graz-
ing or as forage for livestock whose meat, milk, or other products will be marketed: If the pesticide label
has any of the following, it is an obvious violation of pesticide laws when a prohibited cover species is
planted or grazed/harvested for forage within that period of time:
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Label Restrictions for Crop Rotations (Cont.)

¢ specific plant-back restrictions for the crop species;
¢ prohibitions against grazing/harvesting forage; or
¢ limits grazing/harvesting forage within a certain time following a pesticide application.

The absence of any particular forage/cover crop species on the pesticide label does not mean those plant
species can be legally grown, harvested, or consumed by animals. Specific questions on planting, grazing,
or haying forage/cover crops should be directed to the pesticide registrant, because the registrant is the
one required to submit residue data to EPA for registration purposes. Regulatory questions can be directed
to NDA or the lead agency in your state for pesticide regulations. For most states, it’s the state agriculture
agency — the national directory can be found here: bit.ly/NASDAmap).

Resources for the growers, pesticide applicators, and crop consultants:
o UNLs Guide for Weed Management in Nebraska with Insecticide and Fungicide Information (http://
www.ianrpubs.unl.edu/epublic/live/ec130/build/ec130.pdf) contains these tables: Replant Options and

Rotation Restrictions, and Forage, Feed and Grazing Restrictions for Row Crop Herbicides.

Note, however, that the table on forage, feed and grazing restrictions is directed toward foraging, feeding,
and grazing of the crop the pesticide was applied to, not a cover/forage crop planted after the cash crop.

o University of Wisconsin’s Herbicide Rotation Restrictions in Forage and Cover Cropping Systems (bit.
ly/1rj2T92)

Always read and follow the label directions for these and other restrictions.
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If wheat profits begin at planting, over 120 producers stacked the factors in their favor by attending the Wheat
Drilling Clinic in Goodland, KS hosted by Colorado Conservation Tillage Association and No Till On The Plains.
Sponsors for the August 20th and 21st event included BASF, CPS, Farm Credit Associations of Kansas, Green
Cover Seeds, Morris Industries, ProTill, and Shelbourne-Reynolds.

The one-day workshop started off with in-field evaluations of popular wheat drilling and harvesting equipment.
Agronomist, Phil Needham, first talked about harvesting wheat and more importantly handling the residue out
the back of the combine. Even distribution of chaff behind the combine sets the stage for the next crop. Har-
vesting with windage and machine spreading capacity in mind is important. Stripper headers are an investment
that can tremendously cut the amount of plant matter that goes through the combine. With less material com-
ing out of the back of the combine, the more evenly you can get it spread in the field. Needham warns that
combines may not have the capacity to spread material the width of the largest heads.

Moving on to wheat drilling equipment, Needham took time to explain the pros and cons of different equip-
ment present in the field. With the help of owners and volunteers drilling equipment was pulled through the
field and operation was examined. These demonstrations were especially helpful to those interested in pur-
chasing wheat drilling equipment. A special thank-you to Jeff Deeds for providing the farm location and equip-
ment, Yost Farm Supply, Shelbourne-Reynolds and 21st Century for equipment and other local farmers who
also brought wheat drills and air seeders to demonstrate.

Lunch was catered by Camp Cook Concessions at the Elks Lodge in Goodland, KS and followed by and after-
noon of wheat management teaching by Phil Needham. In addition to learning about fertilizer, weed, disease
and insect control, other management factors were discussed. Each participant received the newest edition of
the Needham Ag Wheat Management Guide as part of their registration.




credit when weather takes the harvest.

Bill Gilbert
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Board Member Nominations

CCTA President Curt Sayles will be term limited at
the end of 2014. CCTA is now accepting nomina-
tions for a board member to replace him. Inter-
ested persons should contact Curt Sayles or any
board member prior to the Annual CCTA meeting
at the High Plains No-Till Conference for informa-
tion on the nomination process. A new board
member will be elected for a two year term at the
annual meeting in February 2015.

Curt Sayles can be reached by email at cursay@
plainstel.com or by phone at 970-664-2281. By-
laws are available on our website or by request
from Becky Ravenkamp at becky@highplainsno-
till.com.

WEATHER REPORT:

DRY & YIELDING
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New CCTA
Board Member

Haley Harms was appointed to fill a vacancy on the
CCTA board of directors in August.

After completing a degree in Archaeology from Fort
Lewis College Haley worked with the college and
Mesa Verde National Park in developing large data-
bases and affordable aerial photography for archae-
ologists in the field. During this time she also used
multiple GPS and manual-mapping methods to
record complicated sites in programs like ArcView
and AutoCAD. After moving back to the family farm
in N.E. Colorado she found her database design and
mapping experience useful in helping farmers learn
and understand their complicated GPS systems and
software. Haley’s company, Pro Till, specializes in
Servicing farmers and ranchers and helping them
record GOOD DATA and use that data to make their
operation more efficient and cost effective.

Haley and her dad both farm their own acres, but
practice similar 100% no-till management. Growing
primarily wheat, they also rotate millet, corn, and
oats into the mix. They are excited with their no-till
results and continue to build soil with every crop.




2015 Conference Keynote Speakers

Steve Siemens
The People Builder

Anyone working on, or running, a farm knows
farming can be a stressful occupation. At some
point in time each of us viewed agriculture in a
positive light and chose this lifestyle. Over the
years agriculture changes — weather, markets,
equipment, and labor all impact our operations
and we can loose our enthusiasm. On top of that
no-till requires us to think differently about farm-
ing and use different management practices.
Sometimes it is not easy to change the way we
think or embrace challenges in our day-to-day
operations.

Steve Siemens will help you look at these challeng-
es as opportunities and put the fun back in agri-
culture again with his interactive, humorous and
motivating style! Steve knows, “Very few people
like to change and it seems the older people get,
the harder it is for them to change. We live in a
world full of change. If people and organizations
are going to stay on the cutting edge, they must
have a willingness to take risks, fail, try new things,
and change. Once you have stepped across the
line, gotten out of the box, and started thinking
differently, you will be one of those people who
will change. You will discover that when you’re
through changing, you're through.” (*)

The past High Plains No-Till Conferences have chal-
lenged attendees’ way of thinking. The 2015 con-
ference will be no different. Steve will help us look
forward to challenges, evaluate new concepts, and
embolden us to take risks, fail, try new things and
change in 2015.

* More information on Steve can be found at http://www.
thepeoplebuilder.com/speaking/presentation-topics/.
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Dr. Kris Nichols
Chief Scientist Rodale Institute

Kris Nichols comes to Rodale Institute after
working as a Soil Microbiologist with the USDA,
Agricultural Research Service (ARS) Northern Great
Plains Research Laboratory (NGPRL) in Mandan,
ND for over seven years.

Dr. Nichols received Bachelor of Science degrees in
Plant Biology and in Genetics and Cell Biology from
the University of Minnesota in 1995, a Masters
degree in Environmental Microbiology from West
Virginia University in 1999, and a Ph.D. in Soil Sci-
ence from the University of Maryland in 2003.

Since 1993, Dr. Nichols has studied arbuscular
mycorrhizal (AM) fungi — a plant-root symbiont.
Her most recent work involves the investigation
of glomalin — a substance produced by AM

fungi. Glomalin contributes to nutrient cycling
by protecting AM hyphae transporting nutrients
from the soil to the plant and to soil structure and
plant health by helping to form and stabilize soil
aggregates. Dr. Nichols has been examining the
impacts of management such as crop rotation,
tillage practices, organic production, cover crops,
and livestock grazing on soil aggregation, water
relationships, and glomalin.

CCTA Annual Meeting
Kdkkkkkk
The CCTA annual meeting will
be held at the High Plains No-Till
Conference at 8:15 AM on Feb.
4, 2015 in Burlington, CO.

USDA - NRCS

United State Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
WWWw.co.nrcs.usda.gov
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2015 High Plains No-Till Conference Breakout Sessions

The 27th High Plains No-Till Conference will be held on February 3-4, 2015, in Burlington at the Community
Center, 340 South 14th Street. We are excited about this year’s event with many great speakers agreeing to
participate. We anticipate over 500 attendees again this year. You can find details about speakers, sessions and
continuing education credits at www.HighPlainsNoTill.com.

e Keith Berns - Crop Selection for Specific Challenges
* Rick Bieber - The Wrong Cide Of Farming
e Abe Collins - Limiting Factors in Soil Formation
e Betty Corbin - Marketing Strategies for Improved Farm Profits
e Peter Donovan - Capitalizing on Natural Resources
e Jim Gerrish - Swath Grazing in the High Plains and Grazing 101
e Elaine Ingham - The Soil Food Web - What it Means to Your Bottom Line;
o Jeff Rasawehr - Ecological Farming
e Brendon Rockey - Farming in a Biotic System
e Meagan Schipanski - Challenges and Opportunities for Building Soil Organic Matter in Semi-Arid
Regions
e Bob Stewart - Its All About The Water
e \Wendy Taheri - Understanding the Importance of Diversity in Cropping Systems
e Bob Wolf - On Target Spraying
e Joel Moffett- High Plains Soil Health Assessment Tool
e Mike Collins - Resource Conservation Pays
e Farmer Panel - Economics of Soil Health
e Keller Law - Surface Use Agreements for No-Till Producers
e Pro-Till - Profiting From Good Data
e And More!
Commercial Applicator Credits and Certified Crop Advisor Credits will be available!

More information at www.HighPlainsNoTill.com

People depend on you. You can depend on us.

MORRIS

We hear you.

AIR DRILLS - DISC DRILLS
AIRCARTS - BALE CARRIERS

SINCE 1929
Www.morris-industries.com




2015 High Plains No-Till Conference Registration Now Open

Sponsors, vendors and attendees can also register for the 2015 conference at www.HighPlainsNoTill.com

Business/Organization/Farm

Mailing Address

City

State

Zip

Phone: ( ) - E-Mail:

Single Booth Only
8’x8’ Booth with Two Complimentary Registrations
Listed (Name, phone, address, link) on Website Vendor Page

Double Booth Only
8’x16’ Booth with Two Complimentary Registrations
Listed (Name, phone, address, link) on Website Vendor Page

Bronze Sponsor
¢ Black and White Business Card Size (2x3 inch landscape) Ad in Conference Program

One Complimentary Registration
Listed (Name, phone, address, link) on Website Sponsor Page

Silver Booth Sponsor

Black and White 1/4 Page (3x5 inch portrait) Ad in Conference Program
Complimentary 8'x8’ Booth with Two Complimentary Registrations
Business Card size Ad in Winter Issue of CCTA Journal

Listed (Name, phone, address, link) on Website Sponsor Page
Complimentary Insert in Attendee Packet (550 copies delivered by Jan. 1)

Gold Booth Sponsor

Color 1/2 Page (6.75 x 5 inch landscape) Ad in Conference Program
Complimentary 8'x8’ Booth Space and Two Complimentary Registrations
Business Card size Ad in 3 Issues of CCTA Journal

Listed (Name, phone, address, link) on Website Sponsor Page
Complimentary Insert in Attendee Packet (550 copies delivered by Jan. 1)

Diamond Booth Sponsor

One Sponsored Breakout Session

Color Full Page (6.75 x 10 inch, portrait) Ad in Conference Program
Complimentary 8'x8’ Booth Space and Two Complimentary Registrations
Business Card size Ad in 3 Issues of CCTA Journal

Listed and Link on Website Sponsor Page

Complimentary Insert in Attendee Packet (550 copies delivered by Jan. 1)

Additional Advertising Opportunities - Please check (x) all that apply:

Farming In The Margins Workshop Program (2x3 inch) Ad

CCTA Journal Advertising (All issues, Fall, Winter, Spring )

CCTA Journal Advertising (Spring Issue)

Make checks payable to: CCTA. Mail payment and registration form to Becky
Ravenkamp, 41376 CR 26, Hugo, CO 80821

Total:

$300

$800

$250

$1000

$2000

$4000

$100

$80

$40
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Equity Coop

Stratton Equity Coop

98 Colorado Ave. - P.O.Box 25
SR 7= Stratton,CO 80836

Crop : e | - Phone: 719.348.5326

Services

2015 ngh Plalns No-Till Conference Registration

Registration fee is the same for attending one or both days (except students)
Registrations taken at the door — cash, check or credit cards
Producer/Attendee Pre-registration - $160.00 Early Registration before Jan. 15th - $110.00

Students - $25.00 per day The following mailing address will be used to mail the CCTA Journal.

Business/Organization/Farm

Mailing Address

City State Zip
Phone: ( ) - E-Mail:
Please send CCTA Journal: ___ Electronic ___ Postal Hard Copy Make check
Name: 1 payable to: CCTA
Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before
Check one: __ Attendee -- $160 ($110 if received before January 15) Check #
__Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: __ Tues ___ Wed
TOTAL: S
Name: 2
Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before Mail registration form
Check one: __ Attendee -- $160 ($110 if received before January 15) and payment to: Becky
__Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: __ Tues ___ Wed Ravenkamp, 41376 CR
Name: 3 26, Hugo CO 80821

Check one: __ First Timer ___ Attended Conference before
Check one: __ Attendee -- $160 ($110 if received before January 15)
__Student ($25.00 per day) Attending: __ Tues ___ Wed

k]
ﬁ Cultivating opportunities

"7 Mike Williams

General Manager
mikew@redriv.com

REd River i 212 NE Loop 289
COMMODITIES I | Lubbock, TX 79403
\ phone BOG.TE3.9747
\ toll free BOD 0

- fax BOG.763.

¢ culoradoCoazh.

www.caloradocorn.com

www.redriv.com
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Farming In The Margins Workshop

The purpose of CCTA is to educate producers and industry partners on conservation practices. CCTA was orga-
nized in 1988 and has grown and changed over the years. Managing the needs of our diverse membership is a
challenging task. Finding a location that can accommodate over 500 people for two days while keeping prices
low for attendees, sponsors and vendors is also a challenge. After must discussion your CCTA Board of Direc-
tors has decided to offer an additional no-till conference this winter. We will hold a one-day Farming In The
Margins Workshop at the Clarion Inn & Conference Center in Garden City, KS on February 18, 2015.

Attendees of the Farming In The Margins workshop will be treated to a common sense line-up of speakers.
First, we need to eliminate marginal thinking. Michael Casper, NRCS Colorado, will start off our day with ideas
that will push you to question everything you are doing on your farm, help you analyze your water use prac-
tices and find your comfort zone on the no-till continuum.

With any farm practice equipment is a large capital investment. No-till equipment may already be on your farm
or it may be a factor that you need to address. Paul Jasa, UNL Extension Engineer, will build up your confidence
in no-till equipment. Knowing how drills, planters and sprayers fit into your no-till systems management and
how to utilize them for precision agriculture will make an impact on your bottom line.

There’s always room for improving profits and Kevin Dhuyvetter, retired KSU Professor, will discuss factors im-
pacting farm profitability. No-till management factors with an emphasis on economics will put you in a position
to widen profit margins.

Weed resistance can be a limiting factor to yields and profits. Taking a new approach to weed management will
require looking at the system as a whole. Randy Anderson, research agronomist at the North Central Agricul-
ture Research Laboratory in Brookings, South Dakota has been working on ecologically based pest manage-
ment in our cropping systems. This approach requires looking at the biological aspects of weed dynamics,
diverse crop rotation effects on weed populations and using living plants as a weed suppressant for organic
producers.

Doors will open at 7:30 AM for registration and check-in. The workshop will start promptly at 8:45 AM CST and
will conclude at 5:00 PM. Lunch, materials and CCTA membership will be included in the $95 registration fee.
Pre-registration is highly encouraged online at www.HighPlainsNoTill.com or by mail using the following form.

Sponsors for the workshop are now being accepted. Vendors will be assigned on a first come, first served basis.
A discount will be given for registering at both CCTA events. Contact Becky Ravenkamp at 719-740-0715 or
Becky@HighPlainsNoTill.com with questions.



Farming In The Margins Workshop Registration

Business/Organization/Farm

Mailing Address

City State Zip

Phone: ( ) - E-Mail:

Please send CCTA Journal: ___ Electronic ___ Postal Hard Copy

Attendee: $95
Attendee: $95
Attendee: $95
Attendee: $95
Attendee: $95

Sponsors / Vendors Choose 1 Option: All will be listed in the workshop program

Ruby Sponsor $400 — $999
. Black and White 1/4 Page (3x5 inch portrait) Ad in Workshop Program
. Complimentary 8'x8’ Booth with Two Complimentary Registrations

Sapphire Sponsor $1000 — $1499
Color 1/2 Page (6.75 x 5 inch landscape) Ad in Workshop Program
Complimentary 8'x8’ Booth Space and Two Complimentary Registrations
Business Card size Ad in 3 Issues of CCTA Journal
Complimentary Insert in Attendee Packet (200 copies delivered by Jan.15)

Emerald Sponsor $1500 +
Color Full Page (6.75 x 10 inch, portrait) Ad in Workshop Program
Complimentary 8'x8’ Booth Space and Two Complimentary Registrations
Business Card size Ad in 3 Issues of CCTA Journal
Complimentary Insert in Attendee Packet (200 copies delivered by Jan.15)
5 Minute dynamic ad playing at breaks and lunch

Sponsor Attendee Name(s):

Additional Advertising Opportunities - Please check (x) all that apply:

Farming In The Margins Workshop Program (2x3 inch) Ad $100
CCTA Journal Advertising (All issues, Fall, Winter, Spring ) S80
CCTA Journal Advertising (Spring Issue) $40

Please make checks to: CCTA. Mail for and payment to Becky Ravenkamp, 41376 County Road 26, Hugo, CO 80821
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The Journal is published by the Colorado
Conservation Tillage Association three times
per year.

Issue #2014.2

Feb. 3-4, 2015
Burlington Community Center

Keynote Speakers:

Dr. Kris Nichols
Chief Scientist Rodale Institute

Steve Siemens
The People Builder

Breakout Session Speakers Include:

Dr. Elaine Ingham Jeff Rasawehr

Jim Gerrish Betty Corbin
Wendy Taheri Bob Stewart

Abe Collins Meagan Schipanski
Brendon Rockey Rick Bieber

Keith Berns and more!

Feb. 18, 2015
Clarion Inn & Conference Center in Garden City, KS
Speakers and Topics:

Storm Casper - Rethinking Marginal Thinking
Paul Jasa - No-Till Equipment Confidence

*Fertilizer*

*Custom Application*

*Chemicals*
*Seed*
*Precision Ag*
Please call on our Colorado locations for

all of your farming input needs.

R Timnath 970-484-4610 Wray 970-484-4610

Burlington 719-346-7970 Cheyenne Wells 719-767-2042
& Fort Morgan 970-867-7811  Prospect Valley 303-644-4117

Randy Anderson - Weed Dynamics
Kevin Dhuyvetter - Widen No-till Profit Margins

Simpson Farm
Enterprises, Inc.

SFE of Ransom SFE of Great Bend
P.O.Box 70 603 MacArthur Rd
Ransom, KS 67572 Great Bend, KS 67530
1.800.235.5359 1.866.379.1426

SFE of Beloit
SFE of Hays
1036B E Hwy 40 Bypass 3120A US Hwy 24
Hays, KS 67601 Beloit, KS 67420
1.888.228.3611 1.888.232.8558



